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from Christopher Jackson, Artistic Director & Conductor
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As | begin my fifth season as Artistic Director and Conductor, | am excited to share my continued vision for

our beloved organization and to celebrate another highly significant moment in the storied history of the Bach
Choir of Bethlehem. In June 2027, we return to Bachfest Leipzig as the sole North American choir in a worldwide
commemorative performance of the St. Matthew Passion, marking its 300th anniversary and bringing Bethlehem’s
century-long devotion to Bach back to the city where this masterpiece was first performed.

This historic honor inspired me to create a remarkable season that culminates May 13-16 at the Bethlehem Bach
Festival, where we perform Mendelssohn’s landmark 1841 revival of the St. Matthew Passion, the very repertoire
we will bring to Leipzig weeks later. One of the goals | care about most as a conductor is finding ways to put
Bach in conversation with music of other eras, and this Festival gives us several chances to do exactly that.
World-renowned guitarist Eliot Fisk brings that same spirit to the guitar as our Artist-in-Residence, with a
program centered entirely on virtuosity, pairing Bach’s Baroque dance movements with the dance-inspired
guitar writing of Paraguayan composer Agustin Barrios, hailed as the Chopin of the guitar, as well as works

by famous violin virtuoso Niccolo Paganini. At our Ifor Jones Memorial Chamber Music Concert, we trace
Mendelssohn’s own debt to Bach directly, pairing works from his youth, steeped in the study of Bach’s music,
with Bach’s own pieces for the keyboard, including an audience favorite, the Harpsichord Concerto in D Minor.

Mark your calendars - | hope to see you there.

Embedded within Bach’s exultant opening cantata of the Christmas Oratorio is a single line of text that has been
personally meaningful to me since | first heard the piece: “He has come to earth in poverty so that he may have
mercy on us.” This connection between the treatment of the lowly, mercy, and our own grace is at the very heart
of the Christmas spirit, a fact that Charles Dickens understood when he authored A Christmas Carol. Our Christmas
concert this year places Bach in conversation with a new choral setting of Dickens’ classic tale, composed by
GRAMMY-nominated Benedict Sheehan and narrated by Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival’s own Jason King Jones.
Two cherished works, centuries apart, bring you the true spirit of Christmas.

In March, our Spring Concert brings us Joby Talbot’s modern masterpiece Path of Miracles. Originally written for
one of the world’s finest professional chamber choirs, Tenebrae, it stands as a fitting challenge for the Bach Choir,
which has spent more than a century performing the greatest works in the choral repertoire. The work is inspired
by the Camino de Santiago, the centuries-old pilgrimage route across northern Spain, which Talbot walked him-
self before writing the piece. Its music retraces that path step by step, from departure, through trials and tests of
faith, to the end of the journey and personal transformation. Its spiritual and musical impact makes it, in my mind,
a modern companion to Bach’s own great choral works. Much like my experiences with the Mass in B Minor, each
time | return to this score | find something new in myself, and in the music. I’'m excited to share this incredible work
with you as we prepare for our own pilgrimage to Leipzig.

With gratitude,
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Bach at Noorl, Second Tuesdays 13th Biennial Bach Vocal Competition Bel Canto Winter Concert * For This Joy
June-November and January-April for American Singers * October 24,2026 November 22, 2026
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Christmas Concert * A Christm;s arol I Bel Canto Scholarship Recital Greg Funfgeld Family Concert * Harmony of the Spheres
December 12 & 13, 2026 January 24, 2027 February 20, 2027
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Sprmg Concert . Path of Miracles e Bel Canto Spring Concert * A Garden Path 119th Bethleher11 Bach Festival
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GERMANY Tour 2027

In June 2027, the Bach Choir of Bethlehem will return to Germany to
perform at Bachfest Leipzig, bringing Bethlehem’s time-honored Bach
tradition back to the city where Johann Sebastian Bach lived, worked,
and created many of his greatest masterpieces.

Touring has allowed the Bach Choir to build cultural connections, deepen
its artistry, and share the musical heritage and story of Bethlehem on an
international stage. Performing in Leipzig’s historic churches and concert
halls offers our volunteer singers the rare opportunity to encounter Bach’s
music in the places that shaped it while representing our own unique
tradition sustained across generations.

Robertw, Vladmusienko, Erix2005, Mapics | Dreamstime.com,
Jens Schliieter Photography, Bachfest Leipzig

As the sole North American ambassador in a multi-
national performance celebrating the 30oth anniversary

of the 8t. Matthew Passion, the Choir will take partin

a historic commemoration and performance of this masterwork uniting
artists and audiences from around the world. The Choir will also have a
featured festival performance of three Bach cantatas, concluding with
BWYV 1, Bach’s festive and transcendent Ascension Oratorio.

This journey is a continuation of the Choir’s role as a cultural ambassador,
carrying the sound and spirit of Bethlehem abroad, forging new relation-
ships, and returning home with experiences and stories that will inspire our
community for years to come. Placing the Choir in a global community,
the journey will unite us with a shared devotion to Bach’s legacy.
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BACH at Noon

For more than two decades, Bach at Noon has offered audiences a chance to step out of the
rush of the day and into a restorative musical space. Presented free of charge by the Bach Choir
of Bethlehem, these monthly concerts bring listeners of all ages together for moments of beauty,
reflection, and connection through the music of Bach, his contemporaries, and the composers
shaped by his enduring legacy.

Held in the historic settings of Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem and St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Allentown, Bach at Noon is both a cherished tradition and a living part of our
community. Each program offers a glimpse into the depth and variety of Bach’s world, from rarely
performed works and beloved cantatas to previews of upcoming season concerts. Performances
feature instrumental and choral selections by the Bach Choir, Festival Orchestra, and world-
renowned guest artists.

Whether you are joining us during a lunch break, making these concerts part of your monthly
routine, or stopping in for the first time, we welcome you to experience the powerful journey live
music can offer.

For those unable to attend in person, Bach at Noon can also be experienced from afar through
livestreams on the Bach Choir’s YouTube channel, live radio broadcasts on WWFM, and replays
on our local radio partner WDIY.
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Bach at Noonisa priceless cultural
treasure, a public utility that offers
access to one of the greatest musical
minds in history. Very few series like
this exist in this country, and of those
that do, not many can match the quality

and quantity of performances put on

by the Bach Choir of Bethlehem.

- Edmund Muilly, bass soloist

Second Tuesdays, 12:10-1pm

Central Moravian Church
Historic Downtown Bethlehem

2026 September 8% | October 13 | November 10

2027 January12 | February 9 | March 9 | April 13
*The 150th Bach at Noon in Bethlehem

Arts at St. John’s Lutheran Church
Downtown Allentown

2027 June1* | July13 | Augusti1o
* First Tuesday (due to Germany Tour)

Freewill donations gratefully accepted.
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WINTER coNCERT For This Joy

SUNDAY ¢ 2 & 4:30pm NOVEMBER 22,2026
Wesley United Methodist Church, Bethlehem

Scholarship Recital

SUNDAY ¢ 4pm JANUARY 24, 2027
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem

sPRING CONCERT A Garden Path

SUNDAY -+ 4pm APRIL 11, 2027
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem

Spring and Winter Concert Tickets: $20
Scholarship Recital: Freewill donations gratefully accepted.

The Next Generation

The Bel Canto Youth Chorus

of the Bach Choir of Bethlehem

“It’s almost like joy in a way, because you’re with other people

doing something that you like to do.” - 13 year-old Bel Canto Singer

The Bel Canto Youth Chorus begins a new season filled with music, growth, and learning.
With four ensembles serving young singers of all ages, Bel Canto continues to nurture
musicians as they build confidence, develop artistry, and discover the joy of singing together.

This winter, our singers present For This Joy, a concert celebrating gratitude, hope, and the
beauty that surrounds us. Through music both timeless and new, the program explores joy in
its many forms. Highlights include a contemporary setting of Lobe den Herren, the inspiration
for J.S. Bach’s cantata BWV 137. Featuring all four Bel Canto ensembles, this seasonal concert
invites audiences to experience the warmth, wonder, and shared joy of young voices in song.

The season continues with Bel Canto’s annual Scholarship Recital, a special performance that
shines a spotlight on the dedication and artistry of our young singers. Featuring solos, small
ensembles, and other student-led performances, the recital gives Bel Canto members an
opportunity to share their individual talents while helping support access to choral education.
Proceeds benefit the Bel Canto Scholarship Fund, which helps ensure that financial need is
never a barrier for young singers who wish to participate.

In the spring, Bel Canto presents A Garden Path, a concert inspired by the natural world, the
changing seasons, and the joy of discovery. This program features Bel Canto singers alongside
collaborative partners from the Wilson Area School District and celebrates the journey of
young musicians as they cultivate confidence, creativity, and a lifelong love of singing.

Throughout the season, Bel Canto’s young singers remind us that music education is not only
about preparing for the future. It is also about giving young people the opportunity to shine,
connect, and share something meaningful right now. We invite you to join us and experience
the talent, spirit, and artistry of the next generation of choral musicians.



He has come on Earth in poverty

so that he may have mercy on us.

- "Jauchzet Frohlocket!" chorale

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

A Christmas Carol

Celebrate the Christmas season with music of joy and wonder. Our program opens with J.S. Bach’s
uplifting “Jauchzet, frohlocket!,” the first cantata of his Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248, filled with
festive celebrations and tender reverence. The concert continues with a new musical setting of

A Christmas Carol by GRAMMY-nominated composer and Lehigh Valley resident Benedict Sheehan,
a vivid choral retelling of Dickens’ timeless holiday classic. Narrated by Jason King Jones of the
Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival, this performance brings together a Baroque masterpiece and a
contemporary work by one of today’s outstanding choral voices.

SOLOISTS SATURDAY ¢ 4pm SUNDAY ¢ 4pm

Nola Richardson soprano DECEMBER 12, 2026 DECEMBER 13,2026

Aryssa Leigh Burrs mezzo-soprano Muhlenberg College, First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem
Isaiah Bell tenor Egner Memorial Chapel, Allentown Livestreamed!

Steven Eddy bass
Tickets: $50 Livestream: $20
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DA VINCI

SCIENCE

CENTER®
AT PPL PAVILION

GREG FUNFGELD FAMILY CONCERT

Harmony of the Spheres

Presented in collaboration with Da Vinci Science Center, Harmony of the Spheres invites
audiences of all ages to explore the intersection of music, science, and space. Held inside
a beautiful, world-class museum, this imaginative program is designed for curious listeners,
from young children and families to longtime concertgoers, connecting the wonder of
musical discovery to the art and science of musical creation. Centered on Eric Whitacre’s
Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine and a musical setting of the perennially popular
children’s book Goodnight Moon, the concert journeys from dreams of flight to the quiet
mystery of the night sky, celebrating curiosity, creativity, and the instruments that make
musical wonder.

SATURDAY - 5:30pm & 7pm*
FEBRUARY 20, 2027

Da Vinci Science Center, Allentown
* New! Two Concerts

Tickets: $30, $25 for Da Vinci Science Center
members. Includes admission to Science Center o

L.eonardo. LLeonardo, vieni a volare.

(Leonardo. L.eonardo, come fly.)




SPRING CONCERT

Path of Miracles

Joby Talbot’s Path of Miracles is a journey in every sense: physical, spiritual, - b
musical, and emotional. Originally written for the internationally acclaimed vocal The Camino doesn’t Change you,
ensemble Tenebrae, this complex and rarely performed work follows the Camino itreveals y0ll.” - Pilgrim Proverb

de Santiago, the centuries-old pilgrimage route leading to the shrine of St. James
in Santiago de Compostela.

Across four movements, Talbot traces the path of the pilgrim through endurance,
reflection, struggle, wonder, and arrival. The work began with an ambitious idea
from Tenebrae: a piece that would not simply describe a pilgrimage but become
one. Talbot traveled through northern Spain, visiting important points along the
Camino. For the Bach Choir, Path of Miracles offers a thrilling opportunity to
explore what is considered a modern masterpiece through the lens of an older
musical tradition. With 17 solo voices moving in dialogue, the Choir brings to
Talbot’s demanding score the same principles that animate Baroque concerto
writing: contrast, conversation, motion, and the vivid interplay of individual

lines within a larger musical architecture.

As the Choir looks toward its own journey to Bachfest Leipzig, Path of Miracles

deeply resonates with themes of travel, pilgrimage, and artistic discovery.

At once meditative and dramatic, ancient and modern, intimate and expansive,
Path of Miracles invites listeners to follow the sound forward, step by step, until
the journey itself becomes a revelation.

SUNDAY ¢ 4pm ° MARCH 21,2027
Grace Church, Bethlehem

Tickets: $50

SOLOISTS

Anika Kildegaard Sylvia Leith Nathan Hodgson
Rebecca Myers Tim Parsons Stephen Sands
Madeline Healey Hannah Baslee Steven Eddy
Katelyn Grace Jackson  Kim Leeds Daniel Schwarz

Clare Brussel Oliver Mercer Glenn Miller




119th Bethlehem . 1K 1 g
BACH Festival o

THURSDAY—SUNDAY - May 13-16, 2027
SouthSide & Historic Downtown Bethlehem

SOLOISTS Sherezade Panthaki soprano Meg Bragle mezzo-soprano
James Reese tenor Edmund Milly bass-baritone

The 119th Bethlehem Bach Festival is the culminating celebration of our season, welcoming audiences back to historic Bethlehem for four days of music,
discovery, and shared tradition. This year’s Festival traces a journey through Bach’s enduring influence, from intimate chamber performances and
conversations with leading scholars to Mendelssohn’s historic 1841 adaptation of the St. Matthew Passion and the Bach Choir’s crown jewel performance
of the Mass in B Minor. With acclaimed guest artists, beloved Festival traditions, and programs that look ahead to the Choir’s return to Leipzig, the Festival
invites us to experience how great music travels across generations, places, and time.

FESTIVAL ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE:

ELIOT FISK

We are excited to welcome back Eliot Fisk, known worldwide as a charismatic performer
famed for his adventurous and virtuosic repertoire. He is also celebrated for his willingness
to take art music into unusual venues. After nearly 50 years before the public, he remains,
as his mentor Andres Segovia once wrote, “at the top line of our artistic world.” Fisk has
recorded more than 40 CDs and performed around the globe in solo recitals and as soloist
with innumerable welcome orchestras. He has also created myriad ongoing chamber music
ensembles, which have included forays into flamenco and jazz. The repertoire of the classical
guitar has been transformed through Fisk’s innumerable transcriptions, including works by
Bach, Scarlatti, Haydn, Mozart, Paganini, Schubert, Mendelssohn, Granados, Albeniz, and
works of contemporary composers. In addition, numerous new works have been composed
for and dedicated to Eliot Fisk by composers as varied as Leonardo Balada, Robert Beaser,
Luciano Berio, George Rochberg, Nicholas Maw, and Kurt Schwertsik. Fisk is the Founder
and Artistic Director of Boston GuitarFest, an annual event now in its 21st year and adminis-
tered by his nonprofit, Eliot Fisk Guitar Academy.
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FRIDAY < MAY 14, 2027

1AM ° FILMS FROM THE ARCHIVES

Cory W. Dieterly, MLIS

Room 145, Zoellner Arts Center, Lehigh University
FREE lecture, no tickets required!

Join Bach Choir Archivist Cory Dieterly for a cinematic
look inside the Choir’s remarkable history. Drawing from a
curated collection of rarely seen films and archival footage,
this program brings the past to life through behind-the-
scenes moments, milestone performances, and glimpses of
the artists, audiences, and community members who have
shaped over 125 years of music-making.

Transporting the Bach Choir through New York City, February 9, 1918. Bach Choir Archives

1:3OPM* THE BARNETTE DISTINGUISHED
SCHOLAR LECTURE ¢ Dr. Rebecca Cypess
Room 145, Zoellner Arts Center, Lehigh University

THURSDAY - MAY 13, 2027 FREE lecture, no tickets required! *Note: NEW TIME!

Musicologist and historical keyboardist Rebecca Cypess
joins the Festival to illuminate the musical world that

helped shape the Bach revival and give context to our

Bach at 7 concert featuring Mendelssohn’s 1841 arrangement
of the St. Matthew Passion. Her research on Sara Levy, a
central figure in Berlin’s Enlightenment salons and Mendels-
sohn’s great-aunt, connects Bach’s legacy to the family and
cultural networks surrounding Mendelssohn. As co-editor

7PM ¢ OUTSIDE THE BACHS™ - Eliot Fisk

Diamond Theater * Zoellner Arts Center, Lehigh University
Tickets: $40 *Note: NEW Venue!

The Festival opens with guitar at its most virtuosic as world-renowned
guitarist Eliot Fisk takes on some of the most spectacular music written for
the instrument. Fisk pairs Baroque dances by J.S. Bach with dance-inspired

works by Paraguayan composer Agustin Barrios, often called the “Chopin of of Sara Levy’s World: Gender, Judaism, and the Bach Tradition in Enlightenment
the guitar.” He then performs a piece by Niccol6 Paganini, remembered as Berlin, Cypess brings an informed perspective on how private collecting, mu-
one of history’s great violin virtuosos but also an accomplished guitarist who sical salons, and performance helped carry Bach’s music into the 19th century.
wrote extensively for the instrument. Rebecca Cypess is Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education and Mordecai

D. Katz and Dr. Monique C. Katz Dean of the Undergraduate Faculty of Arts

and Sciences at Yeshiva University and has been featured on BBC’s Early Music
Show.

The program closes with “Phrygian Pick,” the final movement of Robert
Beaser’s Guitar Concerto, written especially for Fisk. Working with Beaser,
Fisk has brought the solo and orchestral parts together in a version for one
guitar, creating an unbelievable finish to an evening centered on technical
brilliance and the extraordinary range of the classical guitar.
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FRIDAY

CONTINUED

3:30PM ° CHORALE SING

Join Conductor Christopher Jackson and members of the Choir to sing
Bach chorales prior to the Bach at 4 concert. Singers of all levels welcome,
sheet music provided, and no German language skills necessary!

4PM * BACH AT 4
Incarnation of Our Lord Church, Thomas & Buchanan streets
Tickets: $35

This year’s Bach at 4 program is a special celebration that brings together
our Choir community in unexpected ways, with Executive Director Leela
Breithaupt taking the stage as flute soloist, joined by Artistic Director &
Conductor Christopher Jackson as the bass character of Schlendrian for
Bach’s light-hearted and humorous Schweigt stille, plaudert nicht, BWV 211,
commonly known as the Coffee Cantata. Artist-in-Residence and classical
guitar virtuoso Eliot Fisk closes out the program with his dazzling transcrip-
tion of Bach’s Cello Suite No. 2 in D Minor, with members of the Bach Choir
adding their voices to the celebration. Join us for this special event full of
the camaraderie that makes our musical community so special!
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5:15PM* « DINNER & DISCUSSION -« Dr. Larry Lipkis

Butz Lobby, Zoellner Arts Center * Tickets: $60
Advance registration required. Limited capacity. *“Note: NEW TIME!

Before the 7pm concert, enjoy a relaxed evening of dinner, conversation, and
discovery with fellow music lovers. Following a buffet meal, Dr. Larry Lipkis,
Professor of Music and Composer-in-Residence at Moravian University,

will compare Bach’s original 1727 version of the St. Matthew Passion with
Felix Mendelssohn’s 1841 revision, exploring selected arias, accompaniments,
and orchestrations. His insights will offer fresh context and deepen your
appreciation of the performance that follows.

7PM* ¢ BACH AT 7 « St. Matthew Passion
Packer Memorial Church, Lehigh University * Tickets: $40/$30/$25
*Note: NEW TIME for this performance only!

The Festival’s journey toward Leipzig continues with Felix Mendelssohn’s 1841

version of J.S. Bach’s St. Matthew Passion, a powerful meeting of two musical

giants across time. Mendelssohn’s historic performances helped bring Bach’s
monumental Passion back into public life, reshaping how generations could
have heard and understood this masterpiece. For the Bach Choir, the piece

holds special significance as a result of the Choir’s world-premiere performance
and recording of the new scholarly edition in 2023. This season’s performance

serves as both a homecoming and a departure point, preparing the Choir to
carry the work to Bachfest Leipzig in June 2027, where it will represent North
America during the 300th anniversary celebration of the St. Matthew Passion.
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SATURDAY - MAY 15,2027

11AM® « IFOR JONES MEMORIAL
CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT
Baker Hall, Zoellner Arts Center * Tickets: $30 *Note: NEW TIME!

Clarinetist Dominic Giardino and harpsichordist Charlotte Mattax Moersch
explore the influence of Bach on Felix Mendelssohn through historical instruments
and music from different eras of the composer’s life. The program opens with
Mendelssohn’s Op. 113, Konzertstiick No. 1, written when the composer was 22
for clarinetists in his circle. The clarinet was the only wind instrument for which
Mendelssohn composed solo repertoire, and Giardino’s performance on period
clarinets brings audiences closer to the sound and feel of Mendelssohn’s era.
The program then turns to Mendelssohn’s 7 Charakterstticke, Op. 7 for solo
piano, written when he was approximately 15 and deeply immersed in the study
of Bach. Its Bach-inspired inventions, dances, and fugues will be interwoven
with selected works by J.S. Bach, revealing how the young composer mastered
and transformed the music of his predecessor. The concert culminates with
J.S. Bach’s Concerto for Harpsichord in D Minor, BWV 1052, a celebrated work
with strong ties to Mendelssohn’s family and musical circle, later performed by
both Felix Mendelssohn and his sister.

12:15PM* « HERITAGE SOCIETY FESTIVAL LUNCHEON
Butz Lobby, Zoellner Arts Center  Tickets: Public: $50 per person
Guarantors: $40 Heritage Society Members & Guarantors at $1,000 &

above: $30 per person ¢ Advance registration required. Limited capacity.
*Note: NEW TIME!

Gather with fellow Bach Choir supporters and friends for a special luncheon
and midday pause filled with good food and pleasant conversation. One of
our special Festival guests will offer their personal reflections to enhance
the experience. Advance registration is required, limited capacity.

(Reduced fee for Heritage Society Members & Guarantors)

2PM ¢ CHORALE SING

Friends and choral enthusiasts gather outdoors near Packer Memorial
Church to sing Bach chorales for 20 minutes with Conductor Christopher
Jackson and members of the Bach Choir, accompanied by the Festival Brass
Choir. Join us in this beloved tradition!

&
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SATURDAY ¢ CONTINUED

2:30 & 4:30PM ¢ Mass in B Minor, Parts 1 & 2
Packer Memorial Church, Lehigh University ¢ Livestreamed!
Tickets: $45-$70 | Livestream: $20

At the heart of the Bethlehem Bach Festival, the Mass in B Minor remains a profound
act of return: to Bach, to Bethlehem, and to a tradition more than a century in the
making. First performed in full in America by the Choir in 1900, this monumental
work continues to gather listeners from near and far inside Packer Memorial
Church for an experience of grandiosity, intimacy, and wonder. For some, it is a
beloved annual pilgrimage. For others, it is a first encounter with music that

seems to reach beyond time. However you arrive, we invite you to be part of

this extraordinary Festival tradition.

7:30PM * ZIMMERMANN’S COFFEE HOUSE™
Doors open at 7pm © Foy Hall, Moravian University ° Tickets: $40
Advance registration required. *Note: No food service at this event

Step into the atmosphere of Zimmermann’s Coffee House, the legendary Leipzig
cafe where Bach and his contemporaries gathered for music, conversation, and
community. This relaxed evening features Baroque chamber music performed by
talented young musicians selected by audition. With expressive performances in
an informal setting, Zimmermann’s Coffee House offers a welcoming glimpse into
the social and musical world that helped shape Bach’s time.

UoIap[EY) Odle Lk
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SUNDAY -« MAY 16, 2027

1AM * CHAMBER MUSIC IN THE SAAL

Saal of the Moravian Museum, Church Street ¢ Tickets: $50
Advance registration required. Limited capacity. Not ADA accessible

Set within the historic atmosphere of the
Moravian Museum’s Saal, harpsichordist
and early music specialist Marc Bellassai
performs Fond Farewells, an exploration
of music shaped by memories and
goodbyes. Featured works include Bach’s
deeply moving Contrapunctus VI in Stile
Francese from The Art of the Fugue and his
spirited Capriccio sopra la lontananza del
suo Fratello dilettissimo, a musical farewell
to a beloved brother. Expressing a range of emotions through his master-
ful artistry, Fond Farewells offers a poignant musical journey through the
many emotions of parting.




HEART of the
BACH CHOIR

A campaign to invest in the people who make the music
for the people whose lives are enriched by it.

This three-year, $2 million campaign strengthens our cornerstone programs -
Bach at Noon, Bach to School, Bel Canto Youth Chorus, and the Bach Festival -
while supporting the 2027 Leipzig Choir Tour, future artistic initiatives, and much
more. Campaign support has also made possible a new Conducting Fellowship, an
exceptional educational initiative that will cultivate the next generation of artistic
leaders while enhancing the artistic experience of our singers and audiences.

Gifts to the Archives Fund help preserve and share the Choir’s remarkable story,
while contributions to the Creative and Media Collaborations Fund expand our
ability to reach audiences through live broadcasts and recorded performances.

Thanks to the generosity of our community, we have already achieved 40% of our
campaign goal. With two years remaining, every Operating and Endowment gift
brings us closer to our Operating and Endowment goals and helps ensure that
future generations continue to experience the joy, inspiration, and sense of
community that have defined the Bach Choir for more than a century.

Your campaign gifts strengthen today's Bach Choir while securing its future. Join
us in sustaining this remarkable legacy with a gift to the Heart of the Bach Choir
Campaign.

Learn more about the campaign or donate at bach.org/heart-of-the-bach-choir
or call our Development Office at 610-866-4382 ext.113 to discuss ways to
support that align with your interests.
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WORLD’S OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY RUNNING BACH FESTIVAL!

119th Bethlehem
BACH Festival

THURSDAY-SUNDAY « May 13-16, 2027
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