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CENTRAL MoORAVIAN CHURCH

The Moravian Church had its origin in the pre-Reformation awakening under
John Hus. The Unitas Fratrum (Unity of the Brethren) was organized in 1457.
Because much of its early history is centered in Moravia, the Unity is known
formally as the Moravian Church and recognized as the oldest organized
Protestant denomination in the world. The Moravian Church places much
emphasis on mission, music, and education. It was J. Fred Wolle, organist

of Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem, who founded The Bach Choir of
Bethlehem in 1898 and conducted The Choir in the first performance of Bach’s
Mass in B Minor in America here at Central Church in 1900. Central Moravian
Church continues to have a flourishing music program presented by its resident
music ensembles and visiting artists, under the leadership of Director of Music
and Organist Rebecca Lepore. In addition to five Central Moravian Church music
CDs, including An Old Fashioned Moravian Music Christmas - an organ recording
featuring Rebecca Lepore, and Christmas Eve at Central Moravian Church, a
recently published 256-page book entitled Praise and Thanksgiving: 275 Years
of Music at Central Moravian Church is available at the Moravian Book Shop.

For further information about The Bach Choir of Bethlehem:

* Visit Bach.org for upcoming concert and ticket information, to join our mailing
list, or to order CDs and other Bach Choir merchandise.

* Consider becoming a Guarantor with The Choir: learn more at the website or
by calling 610-866-4382 ext. 113.

* Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn. 0 ’ m

Watch us on YouTube. u

Freewill offerings to help support Bach at Noon will be accepted at

all four doors or you may donate online at BACH.org or send your
contribution to:

* The Bach Choir of Bethlehem ¢ 440 Heckewelder Place, Bethlehem, PA 18018
¢ To donate by phone, text BNOON to 44-321.

Bach at Noon Broadcast
Bach at Noon concerts are broadcast on WWFM, a long-time media sponsor.
This year’s broadcasts are made possible by the generous support of John L.
and the late Carol H. Daniel and Arthur Mead Martin. Broadcast dates are on
our website.

I

Bach at Noon 2022-2023
Bethlehem Schedule

Special thanks to:
Central Moravian Church,

especially
2022 2023 Rt. Rev. Hopeton Clennon
September 13 January 10 Rebecca Lepore, Director of Music
October 11 February 14
November 8 March 14 The Guarantors of The Bach Choir
April 11 for their continuing support.

Bach at Noon Allentown 2023 Schedule:
June 13 July 11 August 8

610-866-4382 | BACH.org
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125th BACH at

A Gift of Music & Spiritual Refreshment

Soloists

Jessica Beebe, soprano

Nathan Hodgson, tenor

William Marshall, baritone

Elizabeth Field, violin

Loretta O’Sullivan, cello

Charlotte Mattax Moersch, harpswhord

Second Tuesdays
3 12:10-1:00pm

Central Moravian Church

BACH

Historic Downtown Bethlehem CHOIR
of Bethlehem
Next Bach at Noon 125V EARS

Tuesday, February 14, 2023!

1898—2023

Members of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem
& Bach Festival Orchestra
\ Dr. Christopher Jackson, Artistic Director & Conductor

present

January 10, 2023 - PROGRAM

Francois Francceur (1698-1787)

Sonata No. 12 from Book 1,
Adagio — Courante — Sicilienne

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Sonata in D Minor, BWV 9064, after BWV 1003 (1720)
Adagio — Allegro

Joseph Bodin de Boismortier (1689-1755)

Sonata Op. 50, No. 2
Largo — Allemanda-Allegro — Largo — Giga-Staccato

Pierre Castrucci (1679-1752)

Sonata Op. 1, No. 7 for violin and continuo

Adagio — Allegro — Adagio — Allegro

— Elizabeth Field, violin « Loretta O’Sullivan, cello
« Charlotte Mattax Moersch, harpsichord

Johann Sebastian Bach

Der Herr denket an uns, BWV 196

— with members of the Bach Festival Orchestra
who will perform on period instruments for the concert
- Elizabeth Field, concertmaster & Linda Kistler — violin
« Nina Falk — viola « Loretta O’Sullivan — cello
« Heather Miller Lardin - string bass
« Charlotte Mattax Moersch — organ

The January Bach at Noon concert is named in honor
of J. Fred Wolle, founder and first conductor of

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem, and supported in part
by generous endowment gifts from the Wolle family.



ANALEKTA
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d Johann Sebastian Bach | Der Herr denket an uns, BWV 196

Music, Merchandise, and Gift Certificates
X SZJ Translation by H. Ellis Finger, © 2022

Bach Choir CDs, merchandise, and gift certificates
are available for purchase online at BACH.org,
by filling out this order form, or by calling

1. Sinfonia

2. Chorus

Der Herr denket an uns und segnet uns.
Er segnet das Haus Israel,

er segnet das Haus Aaron.

3. Aria (Soprano)
Er segnet, die den Herrn fiirchten, beide,
Kleine und Grosse.

4. Aria (Duet: Tenor, Bass)
Der Herr segne euch je mehr und mehr,
euch und eure Kinder.

5. Chorus
Thr seid die Gesegneten des Herrn,
der Himmel und Erde gemacht hat. Amen.

The Lord is mindful of us and grants us his blessing.
He blesses the house of Israel,
he blesses the house of Aaron.

He blesses those fearful of the Lord,
the weak as well as the mighty.

May the Lord bless you abidingly,
both you and your children.

You are those blessed by the Lord,
who created heaven and earth. Amen.

BACH at NOON

J.S. BACH: CANTATA BWYV 21

HANDEL: ODE FOR ST. CECILIA'S DAY

THE BACH CHOIR OF BETHLEHEM

# Ordered

The Ascension Oratorio

CD @ $13

Total

Bach/Handel 2-Disc CD Set

CD @ $20

Handel: Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day

# Ordered

Total

Christmas CD Set - Vol. 2-4

& Child’s Christmas
CD @ $35

Christmas in Leipzig

CD @ $13

The Christmas Oratorio

610-866-4382 ext. 115 / 110. Music, tickets, tote bags,
note cards, and books may be purchased with gift
certificates.

P1ACE YOUR ORDER TODAY!

Name

Address

CD @ $13
cb ___ @%$24 _ _
JS Bach: Cantata BWV 21 City State Zip
cD @ $13 Magnificat & Gloria
CD @ $13 _ Telephone

Mass in B Minor

CD @ $24

Songs of Hope
CD @ $13

Saint John Passion

Dear Mr. Funfgeld
Book @ $20

Coloring Book

@ $3

Mr. Bach Comes to Call

Email

To charge your order, please complete this
information:

D Visa D Mastercard D AmMEX D Discover

CcD @ $16
DvD @ %20
February 14, 2023 « SAVE THE DATE Wachet Auf! | S I
CcD @ $13 Set of Nine Notecards

for a very special sweetheart’s Bach at Noon concert!

A Child’s Christmas in Bethlehem @ — Card Number
cD @ $13 Notepad
Featuring a few pieces Bach included in a special notebook Christmas in Bethlsher, Vol 1 — &% G
to his second wife Anna Magdalena. We are also presenting some Download Card® Cotton Tote bag
. . . - Card _— @$8 @$8 - ignature
interesting musical pairings _ _ -

. . . Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 2 Return this form with your payment to:
- Bach & Purcell - Bach & Finzi - Bach & Florence Price. D @ $12 Subtotal (Make checks payable to The Bach Choir

Katelyn Grace Jackson wife and sweetheart of Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 3 Shipping & Handling ~_$5:00 e ¢ Bethiehor
Conductor Christopher Jackson will be the soprano soloist! ¢ — e Total Enclosed 440 Heckewelder Place | Bethlehem, PA 18018
BACH.
Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 4 For a complete list of merchandise, or to °rd

JOIN US!

order individual items, please visit BACH.org
or call the Bach Office at 610.866.4382 x 110.

CD @ $12

For questions or more information, please contact, Alexis Van Billiard at alexis@bach.org, 610.866.4382 ext. 110




THANK YOU TO THESE BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS

THAT HELP BRING Bach at Noon TO YOU EACH MONTH!

usselman
Bethlehem'’s Oldest Jeweler
420 Main Street

Bethlehem, PA 18018
(610) 866-3982

Engagement and Wedding Rings
Distinctive Jewelry Pieces
Unique Custom Designs

Master Jewelry Repairs

Your Hometown Source Exceptional Gifts

of Fine Jewelry and Gifts

*
BETH?EHEM
Cheistmas Shoppe

Choose from a galaxy of unique hand-made stars
ornaments and decor from artisans around the world!

452 MAIN STREET  HISTORIC BETHLEHEM « 610.868.2427

The Reverend Douglas & Barbara Caldwell

CENTER for MEMORY CARE

at Moravian Village of Bethlehem

Admissions: 484-201-7880

% @2&0‘5& @;&aefwe

International Table Linen o European Tableware
Cookware s French Macramé Curtains

610-849-0374
519 Main Street, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18018
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““ Kirkland Village

www.psl.org/kirkland

WWFM

The Classical
Network

WWFM.org

Award-winning Classical Music Radio

Broadcasting The Bach
Choir of Bethlehem online
and on the air ~

e Bach at Noon

e Christmas Concert

e Spring Concert

SOLOISTS

]essica Beebe, soprano: Lauded as having a “honey-colored
tone” and “the most radiant solo singing” from Opera News,
soprano Jessica Beebe is an affecting interpreter of reper-
toire from the Renaissance and Baroque to contemporary
American opera. As a sought-after concert soloist, Ms. Beebe
has performed as a soloist with several major orchestras
and ensembles across the world including, The New York
Chamber Orchestra at Carnegie Hall, The English Concert
at the Barbican Theatre, The Los Angeles Philharmonic, The
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, The Indianapolis Baroque
Orchestra, The Folger Consort, Utah Symphony, Omaha
Symphony, Lancaster Symphony, The Washington Bach
Consort, Piffaro, Gamut Bach Ensemble, Philadelphia Bach
Collegium, and more. Her solo operatic highlights include
premiering multiple operas by Jennifer Higdon, Lembit
Beecher, and David Hertzberg with Opera Philadelphia,
covering in Norway’s Bergen National Opera, and a Los
Angeles Philharmonic debut in Meredith Monk’s opera,
Atlas. Ms. Beebe is a member of Variant 6, The Crossing,
Seraphic Fire, Clarion, Lorelei, Trio Eos, and The Thirteen
and is on several GRAMMY-nominated albums with The
Crossing and Clarion Ensemble. Ms. Beebe is a voice faculty
member at Franklin and Marshall College and Muhlenberg
College and maintains a private voice studio from her home
in Lansdale PA. For exciting upcoming performances please
visit www.jessicabeebesoprano.com.

Nathan Hodgson, tenor, is a New York-based tenor specializing
in early music, chamber music, and choral singing. He is on
the permanent roster in the Schola Cantorum at The Church
of Saint Vincent Ferrer in New York City and performs with
ensembles across the nation. Past performances include
appearances with Ensemble VIII in Austin, TX; Skylark Vocal
Ensemble in the Greater Boston area, and in Cleveland with
Apollo’s Fire. A native of Dallas/Fort Worth, MR. Hodgson
studied at the University of North Texas where he was imme-
diately drawn to Renaissance and Baroque music and sang in
the Collegium Musicum program. After receiving a Bachelor of
Music in Music Education, Nathan sang regularly in the Dallas
area with ensembles, including the Orpheus Chamber Singers,
Dallas Bach Society, and Denton Bach Society before moving
to New York City in 2015.

William Marshall, baritone, is at home performing traditional
concert, operatic, art song, and musical theatre repertoire.
Mr. Marshall has served as baritone soloist for Bach’s

Mass in B Minor, Faure’s Requiem, Handel’'s Messiah, Orff’s
Carmina Burana, Mozart’s Requiem, and many others. His
opera credits include Aeneas in Dido and Aeneas, Belcore
in L’elisir d’amore, Count Almaviva in Le Nozze di Figaro,
and Papageno in The Magic Flute. As chorister he has sung
with the Allentown Symphony Chorus, Boston Baroque,
Opera Philadelphia, OperaDelaware, and hexaCollective.
William is a two-time winner of the New Jersey State
NATS Competition, winner of the Rowan University Soloist
Competition, and finalist in the Bach Vocal Competition
for American Singers. Mr. Marshall is currently based in
the Lehigh Valley, PA, teaching private voice lessons and
is artistic director for a chamber vocal ensemble in the

Valley, Interrupted Silence. He is currently on the faculty
at Mercer County Community College in West Windsor,
NJ, teaching applied voice lessons, music history, and
choral music. He has studied Historical Performance at the
Amherst Early Music Festival, Bach Akademie Charlotte,
and the American Bach Soloists Academy. Mr. Marshall

is a graduate of the Peabody Institute at Johns Hopkins
University having earned a Master of Music degree in
Historical Performance and Rowan University having
earned a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education.

Elizabeth Field, violin, has served as concertmaster of the
Bach Festival Orchestra since 2001. She enjoys an active
career as a chamber musician and soloist on period and
modern instruments. She has served as guest concertmaster
of the Washington Bach Consort, National Philharmonic,
Opera Lafayette, and Choral Arts Society. Ms. Field founded
the period instrument group the Vivaldi Project in 2007
and directs the Modern Early Music Institute (historical
performance practice for modern players). She also plays
with Hesperus, Harmonious Blacksmith, 4 Nations Ensemble,
and her mixed modern and period instrument chamber
group, ArcoVoce. As a Baroque violinist, she has recorded
for the Hungaroton, Naxos, and the Dorian labels. Ms. Field
collaborated on a DVD with fortepianist Malcolm Bilson,
exploring the historical performance practice of 18th-
century violin and piano repertoire. As a modern violinist,
she performs frequently with the Washington National
Opera and, along with her husband, Uri Wassertzug, is a
member of the Novella Chamber Players. From 1982-1991,
she performed and recorded for Deutsche Grammophon
with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra and also performed
with leading New York ensembles such as the St. Luke’s
Ensemble, Brooklyn Philharmonic, and New York City
Opera. In 2015, she was the Alan and Wendy Pesky Artist-
in-Residence at Lafayette College in Easton.

Loretta O’Sullivan, cello, has been acclaimed for her “scrupulous
musicianship...gorgeous sound and stylistic acuity” (Washington
Post) and is known for her incandescent presence. She is
engaged in an international career of broad scope including,
performances at Carnegie Hall, Royal Albert Hall, Gewandhaus,
La Fenice, the Kennedy Center, and Strathmore. Highlights
include performances of Handel’'s Messiah with the Rogue
Symphony Orchestra; Rameau opera with Opera Lafayette

in Washington, D.C., and Met Museum New York City; Bach’s
Saint John Passion at Strathmore; French baroque cantatas
in Philadelphia with Tempesta di Mare; live film scores for
Hollywood’s silent movies for Early Music Columbus; and
with her newest venture, OpenPage Ensemble, commissioning
and performing works of 20th- and 21Ist-century composers.
Her orchestral credits include the Atlanta, Dallas, and Cin-
cinnati Symphony Orchestras, the Smithsonian Chamber
Orchestra, and the National Philharmonic.



SOLOISTS

Charlotte Mattax Moersch, harpsichord, captured First and
Third Prizes at the International Harpsichord Competitions
in Paris and Bruges in both solo harpsichord and basso
continuo performance. She has performed at major venues

in the United States and Europe, including Carnegie Hall,
Royal Albert Hall, and Salzburg’s Mozarteum and has
been heard at international music festivals, including

the Festival of the Associazione Musicale Romana and
Tage Alter Musik Regensburg, As a chamber musician,
she has performed with New York’s Grande Bande and
San Francisco’s American Baroque and has toured Europe
with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra. She was honored
with a Solo Recitalist Grant from the National Endowment
for the Arts and a Woolley Scholarship for study in Paris.

Delair’s Traité of 1690, published by Indiana University
Press. Her discography includes Bach’s Goldberg
Variations, W.F. Bach’s sonatas, and the complete solo
harpsichord works of D’Anglebert, Couperin, Noblet, and
Février, for Centaur Records. Her CD The Bach Legacy
features works of C.P.E., J.C.F., and W.F. Bach. Her latest
recording project, Vernissage, includes over 100 solo
harpsichord videos. Currently Professor of Harpsichord
and Musicology at the University of lllinois, she studied
harpsichord with Gustav Leonhardt and Kenneth Gilbert,
and organ with André Isoir and William Barnard. She
earned a B.A. in music, cum laude, from Yale University,
the M.M. in harpsichord from the Juilliard School of Music,
and a D.M.A. in Early Music from Stanford University.

Celebrating 125 years of Bachin Bethlehem

GREG FUNFGELD FAMILY CONCERT
YOUTH CHOIRS FESTIVAL

* 3pm Sunday, February 19, 2023
Zoellner Arts Center, Lehigh University

WE LOVE THE MUSICAL ADVENTURE THAT UNFOLDS AT
OUR YOUTH CHOIRS FESTIVAL!
The Bel Canto Youth Chorus, Lehigh Valley Charter High School for

the Arts Touring Choir, Nazareth High School, and The J.R. Master-
man School from Philadelphia perform with The Bach Choir and Bach
Festival Orchestra. An eclectic program that culminates with 200
voices sharing this exquisite music is not to be missed!

A specialist in 17th-century French music, she is the author
of Accompaniment on Theorbo and Harpsichord: Denis

Hub Willson

THE BAcH CHOIR OF BETHLEHEM

THE OLDEST AMERICAN BACH CHOIR, The Bach Choir of Bethlehem gave the first complete American performances
of Bach’s Mass in B Minor in 1900 and Christmas Oratorio in 1901. Since its founding in 1898, the now-famous Choir has ‘
been attracting thousands of visitors from across the United States and beyond to the annual Bethlehem Bach Festival : —

in Pennsylvania. The 85 dedicated volunteer singers of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem, performing with the Bach Festival > ~ ~ & &

Orchestra and distinguished soloists, have received international acclaim. Programming has expanded to 40 concerts and — Sl RIN(I C()N(/ERI BAC H & H A N D E L
educational programs per year for an audience of more than 22,000. Venues have included the Herkulessaal at Munich’s
Royal Residence and the Thomaskirche, Bach’s church in Leipzig, as part of the 1995 Germany tour; The Kennedy Center
and Carnegie Hall as part of The Choir’'s Centennial Celebration in 1998-2000; the BBC Proms in London’s Royal Albert
Hall as part of an eight-concert tour of the United Kingdom in 2003; and Severance Hall, Cleveland, for the 75th anniver-
sary of the Baldwin Wallace Bach Festival in 2007. In September 2011, The Bach Choir represented the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania in a 10th anniversary musical observance of 9/11 in New York City, giving concerts in Saint Paul’s Chapel
and Trinity Church, Wall Street. In 2013, The Choir performed Mendelssohn’s Eljjah at Strathmore in the Washington, D.C,,
area, and in 2014, the new opera Young Meister Bach for the 250th anniversary of the German Society of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia.

* 4pm Sunday, March 26, 2023
First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem

WE CELEBRATE THE SEASON with Bach’s Easter Oratorio,
full of resurrection triumph, then complete the final segment of
Handel’s Messiah - Part 3 - focusing on eternal life, with joyful
choruses of thanksgiving and acclamation. Guest soloists include
= Sherezade Panthaki, soprano; Daniel Taylor, counter-tenor;
Isaiah Bell, tenor; and Harrison Hintzsche, baritone.

The Choir has released 11 recordings on the Dorian and Analekta labels, including most recently Bach’s Cantata 21 and
Handel’s Ode for Saint Cecilia’s Day (2018), A Child’s Christmas in Bethlehem (2013), and Saint John Passion (2012). The Choir
has been featured on National Public Radio’s Performance Today and Prairie Home Companion, Deutsche Radio, the BBC
World Service, CBS Sunday Morning, and the Emmy award-winning PBS documentary on The Choir, Make a Joyful Noise.

It has been recognized for its outstanding educational outreach programs (Bach at Noon, Bach to School, and interdisciplinary
Family Concerts) by annual awards from the National Endowment for the Arts (2011-2020). The J.S. Bach Foundation

in Switzerland named The Bach Choir of Bethlehem as the first American recipient of its annual award to a single Bach
organization, recognizing The Bach Choir’s outstanding work in Bach performance and education for young people (2012).
Mr. Bach Comes to Call, a film based on the acclaimed Classical Kids CD, was co-produced by The Bach Choir of Bethlehem
and is distributed internationally by the Children’s Group. Our affiliated Bel Canto Youth Chorus is currently celebrating

its 30th year under the direction of founder Dr. Joy Hirokawa. Both organizations are looking to increase their impact in
training the next generation of choral singers and cultivating a life-long passion for the choral arts. For more information
visit The Bach Choir’'s website - BACH.org.

11§5TH BETHLEHEM BACH FESTIVAL

* FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS May 12-13 & May 19-20, 2023
SouthSide & Historic Downtown Bethlehem (o)) Livestream option on May 13

FOR OUR FIRST FESTIVAL under the direction of Christopher Jackson,
we return to much-loved Festival programming — Bach Outdoors,
Bach at 4, Chamber Music in the Saal, and Zimmermann’s Coffee House.

+ Dr. Michael Maul, German musicologist presents Discovering Bach -
The Story of Unearthing the Aria “Alles mit Gott” BWV1127

+ Performance of Cantata 1127 and guests The Vivialdi Project
+ Artist-in-residence Loretta O’Sullivan, cello, performs C.P.E. Bach’s
Cello Concerto No. 1in A Minor, Wq. 170

+ The eternal Mass in B Minor...live and LIVESTREAMED*
(()) May 13* performance

Ryan Hulvat

Our Journey Continues. ..

610-866-4382 * BACH.org

oo@vym
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