
Central Moravian Church

The Moravian Church had its origin in the pre-Reformation awakening under 

John Hus. The Unitas Fratrum (Unity of the Brethren) was organized in 1457.  

Because much of its early history is centered in Moravia, the Unity is known  

formally as the Moravian Church, and recognized as the oldest organized  

Protestant denomination in the world. The Moravian Church places much  

emphasis on mission, music, and education. It was J. Fred Wolle, organist  

of Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem, who founded The Bach Choir of  

Bethlehem in 1898 and conducted The Choir in the first performance of Bach’s 

Mass in B Minor in America here at Central Church in 1900. Central Moravian 

Church continues to have a flourishing music program presented by its resident 

music ensembles and visiting artists, under the leadership of Director of Music 

and Organist, Rebecca Lepore. In addition to five Central Moravian Church music 

CDs including An Old Fashioned Moravian Music Christmas – an organ recording  

featuring Rebecca Lepore, and Christmas Eve at Central Moravian Church, a  

recently published 256-page book entitled Praise and Thanksgiving: 275 Years  

of Music at Central Moravian Church is available at the Moravian Book Shop. 

BACH at NOON
A Gift of Music & Spiritual Refreshment

Second Tuesdays 
U 12:10–1:00pm

Central Moravian Church 
Historic Downtown Bethlehem

Next Bach at Noon 
Tuesday, October 11, 2023!

Members of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem  
& Bach Festival Orchestra

Dr. Christopher Jackson, Artistic Director & Conductor  

present 

September 13, 2022 – PROGRAM

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
�Orchestral Suite No. 4 in D Major, BWV 1069

Ouverture – Bourrée – Gavotte
Menuet I and II – Réjouisance

Johann Sebastian Bach
Cantata BWV 71, Gott ist mein König 
– �with members of the Bach Festival Orchestra:  

• Elizabeth Field, concertmaster;  
  Stephani Bell, Rebecca Brown, Inna Eyzerovich,  
  Mary Ogletree, & Elizabeth Wright – violins 
• Nina Falk & Lucy Windt – violas 
• Loretta O’Sullivan & Noelle Casella Grand – celli 
• Daniel McDougall – string bass 
• Susan Charlton & Robin Kani – flute 
• Nobuo Kitagawa, Lynne Cohen & Mark Snyder – oboes 
• Charles Holdeman, bassoon 
• Robert Skoniczin, Lawrence Wright &  
  Steven Heitzer – trumpets 
• Steve Mathiesen – timpani 
• Thomas Goeman – harpsichord & organ

The September Bach at Noon is supported  

in part by a generous endowment gift from  

Katherine S. Merle-Smith Thomas and is  

named in her honor.

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem 
gratefully acknowledges our 

Bach at Noon corporate & 
foundation sponsors.

Jephson 
Educational Trusts

Keystone Savings  
Foundation 

The Bach Choir is supported by the  
National Endowment for the Arts  

and The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts

Free will offerings to help support Bach at Noon will be accepted at  

all four doors or you may donate online at BACH.org or send your  

contribution to:  

• The Bach Choir of Bethlehem • 440 Heckewelder Place, Bethlehem, PA 18018 

• To donate by phone, text BNOON to 44–321.

For further information about The Bach Choir of Bethlehem: 

• �Visit Bach.org for upcoming concert and ticket information, to join our mailing 

list or to order CDs and other Bach Choir merchandise.   

• �Consider becoming a Guarantor with The Choir: learn more at the website or  

by calling 610-866-4382 ext. 113.

• �Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn.  

Watch us on YouTube. 

Bach at Noon Broadcast
Bach at Noon concerts are broadcast on WWFM, a long-time media sponsor. 
This year’s broadcasts are made possible by the generous support of John L. 
and the late Carol H. Daniel and Arthur Mead Martin. Broadcast dates are on 
our website.

Special thanks to: 

Central Moravian Church,  

especially  

Rt. Rev. Hopeton Clennon 

Rebecca Lepore, Director of Music 

The Guarantors of The Bach Choir  

for their continuing support.

610-866-4382 | BACH.org

Bach at Noon 2022–2023 
Bethlehem Schedule

2022	 2023
September 13 	 January 10

October 11	 February 14

November 8 	 March 14

	 April 11 

Bach at Noon Allentown 2023 Schedule: 
June 13 	         July 11	         August 8

Dr. Christopher Jackson 
Artistic Director & Conductor 

Soloists 
Rebecca Myers, Soprano
Kate Jackman, Mezzo-Soprano
Nathan Hodgson, Tenor
Daniel Schwartz, Bass-Baritone



IFC

1. Chorus				  
Gott ist mein König von altersher, der alle Hilfe tut,
so auf Erden geschicht.  

2. Aria (Tenor) and Chorale (Soprano)
Ich bin nun achtzig Jahr, warum soll dein Knecht
sich mehr beschweren?
    Soll ich auf dieser Welt
    mein Leben höher bringen,
    durch manchen sauren Tritt
    hindurch ins Alter dringen.
Ich will umkehren, dass ich sterbe in meiner Stadt,
    so gib Geduld, für Sünd
    und Schanden mich bewahr,
    auf dass ich tragen mag
    bei meines Vaters und meiner Mutter Grab 
mit Ehren graues Haar.

3. Chorus
Dein Alter sei wie deine Jugend, und Gott
ist mit dir in allem, das du tust. 

4. Arioso (Bass)
Tag und Nacht ist dein. Du machest, dass beide,
Sonn und Gestirn, ihren gewissen Lauf haben.
Du setzest einem jeglichen Lande seine Grenze. 

5. Aria (Alto)
Durch mächtige Kraft
erhältst du unsre Grenzen,
hier muss der Friede glänzen,
wenn Mord und Kriegessturm
sich allerort erhebt.
Wenn Kron und Zepter bebt,
hast du das Heil geschafft
durch mächtige Kraft! 

6. Chorus
Du wollest dem Feinde nicht geben
die Seele deiner Turteltauben. 

7. Chorus				  
Das neue Regiment
auf jeglichen Wegen
bekröne mit Segen!
Friede, Ruh und Wohlergehen,
müsse stets zur Seite stehen
dem neuen Regiment.

Glück, Heil und grosser Sieg
muss täglich von neuen
dich, Joseph, erfreuen,
dass an allen Ort und Landen
ganz beständig sei vorhanden
Glück, Heil und grosser Sieg!

God is my King from long ago, who provides help
for all who dwell on earth. (Psalm 74:12)

I am now eighty years old, why should I as your servant
further complain?
    Shall I, in this world,
    bring my life to a higher level,
    through such anguished steps
    attaining old age.
I want to change course, so that I may die in my home city,
    so give patience, safeguard me
    from sin and shameful acts
    so that I may make my way
    to my father’s and my mother’s grave
with the honor of gray hair. 
(Samuel II 19:37, “O Gott, du frommer Gott,” verse 6) 

May your agedness be like your youth, and may God
be with you in everything you do. 
(Deuteronomy 33:25 and Exodus 21:22)

Day and night are yours. You have arranged that both
sun and stars have their assigned course.
You set for every land its boundaries. (Psalm 74:16-17)

Through powerful might
you safeguard our borders,
here peace must shine bright,
though killing and the tumult of war
erupt in all regions.
Though crown and scepter shake,
you have brought about well-being
through powerful might! 

You would not give the enemy
the soul of your turtledove. (Psalm 74:19)

May the new government,
in all its workings,
be crowned with blessings!
Peace, repose, and smooth conduct,
must stand in constant support
of the new government.

Good fortune, well-being, and great triumph 
should each and every day
delight you, Joseph,
so that all towns and nations
may constantly encounter
good fortune, well-being and great triumph!

Cantata BWV 71 | Gott ist mein König 
  Translation by H. Ellis Finger

V i s i t  H A N D  C U T  C R Y S T A L
For Unique Christmas Ornaments & Decorations from Around the World

452 MAIN STREET•HISTORIC BETHLEHEM•610.868.2427

Thank you for the joy  the Bach Choir  
brings to the people who live at…

www.psl.org/kirkland

Bethlehem’s  Oldest Jeweler

420 Main Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

(610) 866-3982

Your Hometown Source 
of Fine Jewelry and Gifts

Engagement and Wedding Rings 
Distinctive Jewelry Pieces 
Unique Custom Designs 
Master Jewelry Repairs 
Exceptional Gifts

Thank you to these businesses and organizations,  
who help bring Bach at Noon to you each month!

Admissions: 484-201-7880

Miller’s Piano Service  

Kelly R. Miller
Piano Tuner and Technician

610-393-8766

mandkmiller@icloud.com

http://millerspianoservice.com



Soloists

Rebecca Myers, Soprano, is a soloist, vocal chamber singer, col-
laborator, recording artist, and creator in high demand. Indulg-
ing and specializing in vocal repertoire spanning from the Me-
dieval to scores written especially for her, Rebecca has gained 
a reputation for her “timbral clarity and flawless pitch,” “nimble 
coloratura” and singing with “vulnerability and grace.” Ever 
ready to tackle a wide range of repertoire, Rebecca’s 2022/2023 
season includes an exciting lineup of performances across the 
country. Notable engagements include her New World Symphony 
debut as soprano soloist in Carmina Burana, performances with 
Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra in Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610 
as soloist, performances of obscure polyphony with NYC-based 
ensemble, Tenet Vocal Artists, participation in the two-week long 
Enlightenment Festival featuring music of J.S. Bach with Seraphic 
Fire, a return to the central coast of California for the annual  
CalPoly Bach Festival, work with the newly formed Bach Vocal 
Arts at the annual Bach Festival Society in Winter Park, Florida, 
and performances with Lorelei Ensemble and the Boston Ballet. 
Rebecca has been a core member of The Crossing – the country’s 
premiere chamber choir dedicated entirely to new music – for 
over a decade. Her work with The Crossing has included countless  
world premieres, over 15 commercial recordings, one GRAMMY 
award (best choral performance 2018), and seven GRAMMY  
nominations. Rebecca is the co-artistic director, founding member,  
and singer in the genre-bending, cutting-edge vocal ensemble, 
Variant 6. Her creative work with Variant 6 strives to blur the lines 
between audience and performer. The ensemble seeks to change 
perceptions of what a vocal ensemble can be by presenting 
virtuosic and obscure works from all eras of history in new and 
surprising ways. 

Kate Jackman, Mezzo-Soprano, is called “winningly wily and 
dauntless” by Boston Classical Review, American mezzo-soprano 
Kate Jackman is a multifaceted musician and actress who excels 
in a variety of musical expression. On stage, Kate performed the 
lead role in Oliver Knussen’s Higglety Pigglety Pop! at the Tangle-
wood Festival of Contemporary Music and “touchingly incarnated 
Jennie” (Alex Ross, The New Yorker). Her other operatic roles 
include Amneris in Verdi’s Aida, the title role in Carmen, and  
Elizabeth Proctor in The Crucible. She has also premiered several 
roles with Urban Arias in Washington, DC, Fargo-Moorhead Opera,  
and The Decameron Opera Coalition. Kate’s passion for Art Song 
performance led her to make her Kennedy Center recital debut 
in 2012 with DC Vocal Arts. She has been featured at Carnegie 
Hall in Marilyn Horne’s The Song Continues series, at Seiji Ozawa 

Hall at the Tanglewood Music Center, and in the Fall Island Vocal 
Arts Seminar. In concert, Ms. Jackman has performed solos from 
Handel’s Messiah at the Kennedy Center, with Helena Symphony, 
and over internationally televised programming with The Basilica 
of the National Shrine in Washington, D.C. Kate is thrilled to be 
making her debut with The Bach Choir of Bethlehem. Later this  
year, she will return to the Helena Symphony for their new  
staged production of Sweeney Todd, perform the alto solo in  
The Thirteen’s production of Rachmaninoff’s Vespers (Op 37), 
and will present a charity recital at The Cathedral of the  
Immaculate Conception in Tyler, TX, in honor of her late  
mother-in-law, Kelly Hoffmann Jackman.

Nathan Hodgson Tenor, is a New York based tenor specializing 
in early music, chamber music, and choral singing. He is on the 
permanent roster in the Schola Cantorum at The Church of Saint 
Vincent Ferrer in New York City and performs with ensembles 
across the nation. Past performances include appearances 
with Ensemble VIII in Austin, TX; Skylark Vocal Ensemble in the 
Greater Boston area, and in Cleveland with Apollo’s Fire. A  
native of Dallas/Fort Worth, Nathan studied at the University  
of North Texas where he was immediately drawn to renaissance 
and baroque music and sang in the Collegium Musicum program. 
After receiving a Bachelor of Music in Music Education, Nathan 
sang regularly in the Dallas area with ensembles including the 
Orpheus Chamber Singers, Dallas Bach Society, and Denton 
Bach Society before moving to New York City in 2015.

Daniel Schwartz, Bass-Baritone, a Philadelphia native, has sung 
with the Opera Philadelphia chorus where he has performed 
a number of bit roles including The Foreman in the east coast 
premiere of Oscar. Daniel also sings with The Crossing, a two-
time GRAMMY-winning new music choir, and has been featured 
as a soloist on their radio broadcasts. In 2014 he traveled to 
California to perform Louis Andriessen’s De Materie with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic and seven other singers from The Cross-
ing, who also made their Carnegie Hall debut that year. He is a 
founding member of the nationally renowned group Variant 6 
who headlined the regional ACDA conference in 2020. Daniel has 
performed with many distinguished ensembles such as Piffaro, 
Tempesta di Mare, Skylark, and Brandywine Baroque. In 2017 he 
made his debut as a soloist with The Philadelphia Orchestra for 
Pat Metheny and the American Beat. In addition to singing, Daniel 
is the conductor of the Philadelphia Voices of Pride and teaches 
voice at Haverford College.

 

THE OLDEST AMERICAN BACH CHOIR, The Bach Choir of Bethlehem gave the first complete American performances of 
Bach’s Mass in B Minor in 1900 and Christmas Oratorio in 1901. Since its founding in 1898, the now-famous Choir has been attracting 
thousands of visitors from across the United States and beyond to the annual Bethlehem Bach Festival in Pennsylvania. The 85  
dedicated volunteer singers of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem, performing with the Bach Festival Orchestra and distinguished  
soloists, have received international acclaim. Programming has expanded to 40 concerts and educational programs per year for  
an audience of more than 22,000. Venues have included the Herkulessaal at Munich’s Royal Residence and the Thomaskirche, 
Bach’s church in Leipzig, as part of the 1995 Germany tour; The Kennedy Center and Carnegie Hall as part of The Choir’s Centennial 
Celebration in 1998–2000; the BBC Proms in London’s Royal Albert Hall as part of an eight-concert tour of the United Kingdom  
in 2003; and Severance Hall, Cleveland, for the 75th anniversary of the Baldwin-Wallace Bach Festival in 2007. In September 2011, 
The Bach Choir represented the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in a 10th anniversary musical observance of 9/11 in New York  
City, giving concerts in Saint Paul’s Chapel and Trinity Church, Wall Street. In 2013, The Choir performed Mendelssohn’s Elijah at 
Strathmore in the Washington D.C. area, and in 2014, the new opera Young Meister Bach for the 250th anniversary of the German 
Society of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

The Choir has released 11 recordings on the Dorian and Analekta labels including most recently Bach’s Cantata 21 (2018), Handel’s 
Ode for Saint Cecilia’s Day (2018), A Child’s Christmas in Bethlehem (2013), and Saint John Passion (2012). The Choir has been  
featured on National Public Radio’s Performance Today and Prairie Home Companion, Deutsche Radio, the BBC World Service,  
CBS Sunday Morning, and the Emmy award-winning PBS documentary on The Choir, Make a Joyful Noise. It has been recognized 
for its outstanding educational outreach programs (Bach at Noon, Bach to School, and interdisciplinary Family Concerts) by  
annual awards from the National Endowment for the Arts (2011–2020). The J.S. Bach Foundation in Switzerland named The Bach 
Choir of Bethlehem as the first American recipient of its annual award to a single Bach organization, recognizing The Bach Choir’s 
outstanding work in Bach performance and education for young people (2012). Mr. Bach Comes to Call, a film based on the  
acclaimed Classical Kids CD, was co-produced by The Bach Choir of Bethlehem and is distributed internationally by the Children’s 
Group. Our affiliated Bel Canto Youth Chorus is currently celebrating its 30th year under the direction of founder Dr. Joy Hirokawa. 
Both organizations are looking to increase their impact in training the next generation of choral singers and cultivating a life-long 
passion for the choral arts. For more information visit The Bach Choir’s website – BACH.org.  

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem

Dr. Christopher Jackson, Artistic Director & Conductor

Dr. Christopher Jackson is entering his first season as the Artistic Director and Conductor of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem.  
He begins his tenure having worked for 15 years as a conductor, educator, professional singer, and scholar. Throughout his  
career he has led numerous collegiate, professional, and amateur ensembles across the United States and works frequently as 
a guest conductor for orchestras, choirs, and festivals. His ensembles have toured China, Canada, and the continental United 
States and have been selected to perform at multiple Pennsylvania ACDA (American Choral Directors Association) conferences. 
During his tenure at Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA, he co-founded the Lycoming Baroque Choir and Orchestra and  
designed academic courses that allowed students to travel to Germany and explore links between Baroque music, art and  
architecture. He has taught courses and masterclasses in conducting, music theory, music history, vocal methods and pedagogy, 
and Baroque performance practice and has been a guest artist and lecturer at the San Juan Conservatory, the Coro de Niños de 
San Juan, and the Baldwin Wallace Bach Festival. He was recently nominated as a finalist for the American Prize in Virtual Per-
formance for his work with the Muhlenberg College choral ensembles during the pandemic. 

Dr. Jackson remains an active professional choral singer and soloist, with focuses in Baroque, Renaissance, and Modern  
eras. As a core member of the Boston-based chamber choir, Skylark, he has appeared on three GRAMMY nominated albums 
(Best Choral Performance), and also serves as the ensemble's Director of Education. In that position, he helped design free  
materials for music educators across the country to use for virtual music-making. He has performed with GRAMMY Award- 
Winning ensemble, Roomful of Teeth, the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Artefact Ensemble, Les Canards Chantants, and Bach  
Vespers at Holy Trinity Lutheran, in New York City.

Dr. Jackson received his Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Performance from Oklahoma State University, studying conducting under  
Dr. Dirk Garner (Baldwin Wallace Bach Festival). He received his Master of Music in Choral Conducting from Westminster Choir 
College, and was the graduate assistant conductor of the Westminster Symphonic Choir under Dr. Joe Miller and Dr. Amanda 
Quist, as well as studying with Dr. Andrew Megill (Carmel Bach, Illinois Bach Academy). He earned his Doctor of Musical Arts  
in Choral Conducting from the University of North Texas, studying with Dr. Gerry McCoy and Dr. Richard Sparks. His areas of  
research include the programming and performance of Baroque and Renaissance Music for choirs of all ages and levels of  
experience, as well as the choral music of Benjamin Britten.

Up Next: BACH at NOON
October 11:	 �• Cantata BWV 82 – Ich habe genug (baritone, oboe, and orchestra) 

• Cantata BWV 131 – Aus der Tiefe rufe ich, Herr, zu dir   
– Lawrence Jones, Tenor • David Newman, Baritone 

November 8:	� • Partita for Solo Flute in A Minor, BWV 1013  

– Barthold Kuijken, flute 

• Cantata BWV 209 – Non sa che sia dolore (soprano, flute, and strings) 

– Sherezade Panthaki, Soprano

                                   The orchestra will perform on period instruments for this Bach at Noon concert


