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Soloists
Dashon Burton, bass-baritone
Loretta O’Sullivan, cello

Greg Funfgeld,
Artistic Director & Conductor

Second Tuesdays

Next Bach Together
Tuesday, April 13, 2021

Recorded LIVE!

Watch the concerts on our
YouTube channel or Facebook page
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March 9, 2021 - PROGRAM

— Interview with Loretta O’Sullivan —
Francois Couperin (1668-1733)

Le Dodo ou L'amour au Berceau
(The Dodo or Love in the Cradle)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Song without Words for cello and piano, Opus 109
— Loretta O’Sullivan, cello

— Interview with Dashon Burton —

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
« Aria from Cantata 149, No. 2 — “Kraft und Stirke”

« Arioso from The Passion According to Saint John,
BWYV 245, No. 19 — “Betrachte, meine Seel”

« Aria from The Passion According to Saint Matthew,
BWYV 244, No. 65 — “Mache dich, mein Herze, rein”

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
« from Five Mystical Songs, No. 2

Johann Sebastian Bach

« Aria from Cantata 82, No. 3 — “Schlummert ein,
ihr matten Augen”

— Elizabeth Field & Linda Kistler, violins;
Uri Wassertzug, viola; Loretta O’Sullivan, cello;
Stephen Groat, bass; Nobuo Kitagawa,English horn;
Charles Holdeman, bassoon; Greg Funfgeld, keyboards

The March Bach at Noon concert is named in honor
of the birthday of Johann Sebastian Bach on 21 March,
by Dr. Albert & Ingrid May, long-time Guarantors

of The Choir, and residents of Marion, Ohio. It is
supported in part by their generous endowment gift.



D2
e

Johann Sebastian Bach | Ariosa & Arias

\
A\

g

German translations by H. Ellis Finger

Aria from Cantata 149, No. 2 — “Kraft und Stirke”

Kraft und Stirke sei gesungen

Gott, dem Lamme, das bezwungen
und den Satanas verjagt,

der uns Tag und Nacht verklagt.

Ehr und Sieg ist auf die Frommen
durch des Lammes Blut gekommen.

Ariosa from The Passion According to Saint John, BWV 245, No. 19 “Betrachte, meine Seel”

Betrachte, meine Seel, mit dngstlichem Vergniigen,
mit bittrer Lust und halb beklemmtem Herzen

dein hochstes Gut in Jesu Schmerzen,
wie dir auf Dornen, so ihn stechen,
die Himmelschliisselblumen blithn!
Du kannst viel siisse Frucht

von seiner Wermut brechen,

drum sieh ohn’ Unterlass auf ihn!

Strength and might be sung unto

God, the Lamb that was slain and

which then banished Satan

who assaults us day and night.

Honor and triumph have come to the pious
through the blood of the Lamb.

Observe now, my soul, with fearful satisfaction,
with bitter joy and with a heart half-anguished
your highest good in Jesus’ torments:

among the thorns which have pierced him
blossom the flowers of heaven!

You can pluck much sweet fruit from his

most bitter wormwood,

therefore gaze unceasingly upon him!

Aria from The Passion According to Saint Matthew, BWV 244, No. 65
“Mache dich, mein Herze, rein”

Mache dich, mein Herze, rein,
ich will Jesum selbst begraben.
Denn er soll nunmehr in mir
fiir und fiir

seine siisse Ruhe haben.

Welt, geh aus, lass Jesum ein!

Make yourself pure, my heart.
I want to bury Jesus myself.
For he shall from now on,
forever and ever,

have his sweet rest in me.
World, get out, let Jesus in!

Ralph Vaughan Williams — from Five Mystical Songs, No. 2
(the poetry of George Herbert, 1593-1632)

I got me flowers to strew Thy way:

I got me boughs off many a tree:

But Thou wast up by break of day,

And brought’st Thy sweets along with Thee.

Can there be any day but this,

The Sun arising in the East,

Though he give light, and the East perfume:
If they should offer to contest

With Thy arising, they presume.

Though many suns to shine endeavour?
We count three hundred, but we miss:
There is but one, and that one ever.

Aria from Cantata 82, No. 3 — “Schlummert ein, ihr matten Augen”

Schlummert ein, ihr matten Augen,
fallet sanft und selig zul

Welt, ich bleibe nicht mehr hier,
hab ich doch kein Teil an dir,

das der Seele konnte taugen.

Hier muss ich das Elend bauen,
aber dort, dort werd ich schauen
suissen Friede, stille Ruh.

Close in slumber, you weary eyes,
settle in quiet and blessed rest!
World, no longer will I remain here,
I have no part in your realm

that would be of value to my soul.
Here I can only cause anguish,

but there, there I shall look upon
sweet peacefulness, calm repose.

SOLOISTS

Dashon Burton, Bass-Baritone, praised for his “nobility and rich
tone,” (New York Times) has established a world-wide career in
opera, recital, and in many works with orchestra. In key ele-
ments of his repertoire - Bach’s Passions and Mass in B Minor,
Mendelssohn’s Eljjah, Beethoven’s Symphony no. 9, Brahms’
Requiem, Handel’'s Messiah, and Mozart’s Requiem - he is a
frequent guest with ensembles Philharmonia Baroque, the
Handel and Haydn Society, and Boston Baroque; the Carmel
and Bethlehem Bach Festivals, and the symphony orchestras
of Baltimore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Kansas City,
New Jersey, Oregon, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic, and
the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra. He is a regular guest with the
Cleveland Orchestra and Franz Welser-Most, appearing there
in Brahms’ and Mozart’s Requiems, and the groundbreaking
animated production of Janaéek’s Cunning Little Vixen. Forays
into more varied repertoire have included his performances of
Michael Tippett’'s A Child of our Time at Harvard, Barber’s
Dover Beach and Hans Eisler’s Ernste Gesdnge with A Far Cry
chamber orchestra in Boston, Copland’s O/d American Songs
with the Kansas City Symphony, Schubert’s Die Winterreise
with Diderot String Quartet, as well as performances and the
original cast recording of Craig Hella Johnson’s Considering
Matthew Shepard with the vocal ensemble Conspirare. He
premiered Paul Moravec’s new oratorio, Sanctuary Road, at
Carnegie Hall and performed David Lang’s The Little Match
Girl Passion at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.
Burton’s opera engagements include singing Sarastro in Mozart’s
Die Zauberfléte in Dijon and Paris, and the role of Jupiter in
Rameau’s Castor and Pollux with Christoph Rousset and Les
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Talens Lyrigues. He has toured Europe in Bach’s Saint John
Passion with Christoph Prégardien’s Le Concert Lorraine, and
in Italy with Maasaki Suzuki and the Yale Schola Cantorum in
the Saint Matthew Passion. Dashon has won prizes from the
ARD International Music Competition and the International
Vocal Competition in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, and from the Oratorio
Society of New York and The Bach Choir of Bethlehem’s
Competition for Young American Singers co-sponsored with
the American Bach Society. He graduated from the Oberlin
College Conservatory of Music, and received his Master of
Music degree from Yale University’s Institute of Sacred Music.

Loretta O’Sullivan, Cello, has been acclaimed for her “scrupulous
musicianship...gorgeous sound and stylistic acuity” (Washington
Post), and is known for her incandescent presence. She is
engaged in an international career of broad scope including
performances at Carnegie Hall, Royal Albert Hall, Gewandhaus,
La Fenice, the Kennedy Center, and Strathmore. Highlights
include performances of Handel’'s Messiah with the Rogue
Symphony Orchestra; Rameau opera with Opera Lafayette

in Washington D.C. and Met Museum New York City; Bach’s
Saint John Passion at Strathmore; French baroque cantatas
in Philadelphia with Tempesta di Mare; live film scores for
Hollywood’s silent movies for Early Music Columbus; and with
her newest venture, OpenPage Ensemble, commissioning and
performing works of 20th- and 21st-century composers. Her
orchestral credits include the Atlanta, Dallas, and Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestras, the Smithsonian Chamber Orchestra,
and the National Philharmonic.
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f All our virtual concerts are posted on our YouTube channel
and Facebook page. Watch and enjoy them anytime!



http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5ACkCAuelxyx-If27gpW-g
https://www.facebook.com/BethlehemBach

THE BAcH CHOIR OF BETHLEHEM

Christmas Concert’

THE OLDEST AMERICAN BACH CHOIR, The Bach Choir of Bethlehem gave the first complete American performances of
Bach’s Mass in B Minor in 1900 and Christmas Oratorio in 1901. Since its founding in 1898, the now-famous Choir has been
attracting thousands of visitors from across the United States and beyond to the annual Bethlehem Bach Festival in Pennsylvania.
Since 1983, under Greg Funfgeld’s direction, the 85 dedicated volunteer singers of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem, performing
with the Bach Festival Orchestra and distinguished soloists, have received international acclaim. Programming has expanded
to 40 concerts and educational programs per year for an audience of more than 22,000. Venues have included the Herkulessaal

at Munich’s Royal Residence and the Thomaskirche, Bach’s church in Leipzig, as part of the 1995 Germany tour; The Kennedy
Center and Carnegie Hall as part of The Choir’s Centennial Celebration in 1998-2000; the BBC Proms in London’s Royal Albert Hall
as part of an eight-concert tour of the United Kingdom in 2003; and Severance Hall, Cleveland, for the 75th anniversary of the
Baldwin-Wallace Bach Festival in 2007. In September 2011, The Bach Choir represented the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in
a 10th anniversary musical observance of 9/11 in New York City, giving concerts in Saint Paul’s Chapel and Trinity Church, Wall
Street. In 2013, The Choir performed Mendelssohn’s Eljjah at Strathmore in the Washington D.C. area, and in 2014, the new opera
Young Meister Bach for the 250th anniversary of the German Society of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

The Choir has released 11 recordings on the Dorian and Analekta labels including most recently Bach’s Cantata 21 (2018),
Handel’s Ode for Saint Cecilia’s Day (2018), A Child’s Christmas in Bethlehem (2013), and Saint John Passion (2012). The Choir
has been featured on National Public Radio’s Performance Today and Prairie Home Companion, Deutsche Radio, the BBC
World Service, CBS Sunday Morning, and the Emmy award-winning PBS documentary on The Choir, Make a Joyful Noise. It has
been recognized for its outstanding educational outreach programs (Bach at Noon, Bach to School, and interdisciplinary Family
Concerts) by annual awards from the National Endowment for the Arts (2011-2020). The J.S. Bach Foundation in Switzerland
named The Bach Choir of Bethlehem as the first American recipient of its annual award to a single Bach organization, recog-
nizingThe Bach Choir’s outstanding work in Bach performance and education for young people (2012). Mr. Bach Comes to Call,
a film based on the acclaimed Classical Kids CD, was co-produced by The Bach Choir of Bethlehem and is distributed interna-
tionally by the Children’s Group. In July 2018, our affiliated Bel Canto Youth Chorus, currently celebrating its 27th year under
the direction of founder Joy Hirokawa, officially merged with The Bach Choir of Bethlehem. Both organizations are looking to
increase their impact in training the next generation of choral singers and cultivating a life-long passion for the choral arts.
For more information visit The Bach Choir’s website - BACH.org.

Concerts presented VIRTUALLY on YouTube and Facebook!
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All new concerts, presented virtually - recorded live at Central Moravian Church.
Join us on YouTube and Facebook! ) 3

Presenting Our Award-Winning BACH TO SCHOOL Program
to Students Virtually This Year!
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Special Guest: Dashon Burton, bass-baritone,
in concert and conversation


http://Bach.org
https://www.facebook.com/BethlehemBach
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5ACkCAuelxyx-If27gpW-g

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem
gratefully acknowledges our
Bach at Noon corporate &
foundation sponsors.
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TuEe CENTRAL MORAVIAN CHURCH

The Moravian Church had its origin in the pre-Reformation awakening under
John Hus. The Unitas Fratrum (Unity of the Brethren) was organized in 1457.
Because much of its early history is centered in Moravia, the Unity is known
formally as the Moravian Church, and recognized as the oldest organized
Protestant denomination in the world. The Moravian Church places much
emphasis on mission, music, and education. It was J. Fred Wolle, organist

of Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem, who founded The Bach Choir of
Bethlehem in 1898 and conducted The Choir in the first performance of Bach’s
Mass in B Minor in America here at Central Church in 1900. Central Moravian
Church continues to have a flourishing music program presented by its resident
music ensembles and visiting artists, under the leadership of Director of Music
and Organist, Rebecca Lepore. In addition to five Central Moravian Church music
CDs including An Old Fashioned Moravian Music Christmas - an organ recording
featuring Rebecca Lepore, and Christmas Eve at Central Moravian Church, a
recently published 256-page book entitled Praise and Thanksgiving: 275 Years
of Music at Central Moravian Church is available at the Moravian Book Shop.

For further information about The Bach Choir of Bethlehem:

¢ Visit Bach.org for upcoming concert and ticket information, to join our mailing
list or to order CDs and other Bach Choir merchandise.

¢ Consider becoming a Guarantor with The Choir: learn more at the website or
by calling 610-866-4382 extension 113

* Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. o @
Watch us on YouTube.

Thank you to Marie Gardner Zoellner for this month's Challenge Gift. Will you
help us reach it? Your free will contributions support The Choir's Community
programs like Bach at Noon. Please donate online at BACH.org or send your
contribution to:

* The Bach Choir of Bethlehem * 440 Heckewelder Place, Bethlehem, PA 18018
¢ To donate by phone, text BNOON to 44-321.

Bach at Noon Broadcast

Bach at Noon concerts are broadcast on WWFM, a long-time media
sponsor. This year’s broadcasts are made possible by the generous support
of John L. and Carol Daniel and Arthur Mead Martin.

Broadcast dates are on our website.

Special thanks to:
Bach at Noon 2020-2021 m e

Bethlehem Schedule

Central Moravian Church,
especially Rt. Rev. Hopeton Clennon,
Rev. Dr. Lynnette Delbridge, and
Rebecca Lepore, Director of Music

2020 2021
September 15 January 19 John C. Bak Ji )
October 13 February 16 °© .n - baKer, a.u 10 engineer
Bill George, videographer
November 10 March 9 )
April 13 The Guarantors of The Bach Choir
for their continuing support.

Bach at Noon Together Allentown 2021:
June 8 July 13 August 10

610-866-4382 | BACH.org


http://Bach.org/donate
http://Bach.org

