
 

Second Tuesdays 

Next Bach Together 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021

Recorded LIVE!

Watch the concerts on our  
YouTube channel or Facebook page

February 16, 2021 – PROGRAM

Georg Philipp Telemann (1681–1767)
Sonata in G Major, TWV 41:G4
         Cantabile – Vivace – Mesto – Spirituoso
– Robin Kani, flute; Arthur Fiacco, cello

– �Interview with William Sharp –

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)
Four Arias
– William Sharp, baritone

•  �from Cantata 73, No. 3, Recitative –  
“Ach, unser Wille bleibt verkehrt” 
No. 4, Aria – “Herr, so du willt”

•  �from Cantata 36, No. 5, Aria –  
“Willkommen, werter Schatz”

• �from Cantata 159, No. 4, Aria – “Es ist vollbracht”  
– Mary Watt, oboe

•  �from Cantata 57, No. 5, Aria – “Ja, ja, ich kann die 
Feinde schlagen”

– �with Elizabeth Field & Mary Ogletree, violins;  
Uri Wassertzug, viola; Arthur Fiacco, cello; Stephen Groat, bass;  
Mary Watt, oboe; Greg Funfgeld, keyboards

The February Bach at Noon concert is named  
“The Daniel Family Memorial Concert” and is made 
possible in part by a generous endowment gift from 
John L. and Carol H. Daniel.

Soloists 
William Sharp, baritone
Robin Kani, flute

Greg Funfgeld,  
Artistic Director & Conductor 

 BACH 
t    gether

A Gift of Music &  
Spiritual Refreshment
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Johann Sebastian Bach  |  Four Arias 
German translations by H. Ellis Finger 

Soloists

Robin Kani, Flute, has been described by the New York Times 

as an artist with “professional aplomb as well as technical 

authority...played with complete assurance and accuracy.”  

Ms. Kani made her debut at Carnegie Recital Hall after winning 

the Artists’ International Chamber Music Award. She has  

performed at Carnegie and CAMI Halls in New York, Albert 

Hall in London, and has been heard as recitalist and chamber  

musician in live broadcasts over National Public Radio. She 

recorded the Sacred Flutist through Alfred Publishing and 

regularly records for Warner Bros., Koch and Analekta. She 

was awarded, along with her husband Larry Wright, the 

Arts Ovation Award given by the Arts Council of the city of 

Allentown, Pa. Ms. Kani is principal flutist of the Bethlehem 

Bach Festival Orchestra, Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra, 

Allentown Symphony and has appeared in performance 

throughout the Eastern United States, Mexico, Germany, Spain, 

Czech Republic and the UK. Robin is an Alexander Technique 

Teacher, trained at the Philadelphia School for the Alexander 

Technique. She received a bachelor of music “with distinction”  

from University of Michigan and a Master of Music degree 

from The Juilliard School studying with renowned flutist, 

Samuel Baron.

William Sharp, Baritone, has been praised by the New York 

Times as a “sensitive and subtle singer,” who is able to evoke 

“the special character of every song that he sings,” and  

continues to garner critical acclaim for his work in concert, 

recital, opera and recordings. Recent career highlights include 

an evening of songs by John Musto with New York Festival of 

Song; singing with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, under 

Marin Alsop, in Copland’s Old American Songs; creating the 

role of Cosimo in the world premiere of John Musto’s The 

Inspector with Wolf Trap Opera to rave reviews; performing in 

the world premiere of Amichai Songs by David Froom for the 

River Concert Series (Maryland); and singing Bach, Bernstein, 

Britten, and Paulus compositions with The Bach Choir of  

Bethlehem, including recordings of the Saint John Passion  

and Songs of Hope. Other recent engagements include 

the Boston Early Music Festival in the world premiere of 

Graupner’s Antiochus und Stratonica, Deutsches Symphonie 

Orchester Berlin in Scott Wheeler’s The Palace at Four A.M., 

the National Philharmonic in Brahms’ Requiem, and the  

Cathedral Choral Society in Britten’s War Requiem. William 

Sharp is the winner of several prestigious awards including  

the 1987 Carnegie Hall International Music Competition.  

A highly respected recording artist, Mr. Sharp received a  

1990 Grammy award for his recording on the Koch label of 

Leonard Bernstein’s Arias and Barcarolles with the New York 

Festival of Song and recorded Gershwin’s Songs and Duets 

with soprano Judith Kaye and pianist Steven Blier.

Recititive from Cantata 73, No. 3 – “Ach, unser Wille bleibt verkehrt”

Ach, unser Wille bleibt verkehrt,
bald trotzig, bald verzagt,
des Sterbens will er nie gedenken!
Allein ein Christ, in Gottes Geist gelehrt,
lernt sich in Gottes Willen senken
und sagt:

Aria No. 4 – “Herr, so du willt”

Herr, so du willt,
so presst, ihr Todesschmerzen,
die Seufzer aus dem Herzen,
wenn mein Gebet nur vor dir gilt.

Herr, so du willt,
so lege meine Glieder
in Staub und Asche nieder,
dies höchst verderbte Sündenbild.

Herr, so du willt,
so schlagt, ihr Leichenglocken,
ich folge unerschrocken,
mein Jammer ist nunmehr gestillt.

Aria from Cantata 36, No. 5 – “Willkommen, werter Schatz”

Willkommen, werter Schatz!
Die Lieb und Glaube machet Platz
vor dich in meinem Herzen rein,
zieh bei mir ein!

Aria from Cantata 159, No. 4 – “Es ist vollbracht”

Es ist vollbracht,
das Leid ist alle,
wir sind von unserm Sündenfalle
in Gott gerecht gemacht.
Nun will ich eilen
und meinem Jesu Dank erteilen,
Welt, gute Nacht!
Es ist vollbracht!

Aria from Cantata 57, No. 5 – “Ja, ja, ich kann die Feinde schlagen”

Ja, ja, ich kann die Feinde schlagen,
die dich nur stets bei mir verklagen,
drum fasse dich, bedrängter Geist.
Bedrängter Geist, hör auf zu weinen,
die Sonne wird noch helle scheinen,
die dir itzt Kummerwolken weist.

Ah, our will remains flawed,
first spiteful, then despondent,
it never wants to contemplate death!
A Christian alone, schooled in God’s spirit.
learns to settle within God’s will, 
saying:

Lord, as you please,
you sufferings of death, 
press the woeful sighing from my heart,
if my prayer matters to you.

Lord, as you please,
lay down my limbs 
in dust and ash,
this deeply decayed face of sin.

Lord, as you please,
then ring out, you death knell,
I follow without fear,
my torment now quieted.

Welcome, dearest treasure!
Love and faith prepare space
for you within my heart so pure,
enter and abide with me.

It is finished,
the sorrow is over,
we are redeemed from our sinful state
in the person of God.
Now I will hasten
and convey my thanks to Jesus,
world, farewell!
It is finished.

Yes, in truth, I can slay the foes,
who bring blame against you,
therefore strengthen your will, troubled spirit.
Troubled spirit, end your weeping,
the sun will break forth in radiance,
where you now see clouds of sorrow. BACH.org

ENCORE!!  
REPLAY!!   BACH 

t    gether
All our virtual concerts are posted on our YouTube channel 
and Facebook page. Watch and enjoy them anytime!

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5ACkCAuelxyx-If27gpW-g
http://youtube.com/channel/UC5ACkCAuelxyx-If27gpW-g


The Bach Choir of Bethlehem

THE OLDEST AMERICAN BACH CHOIR, The Bach Choir of Bethlehem gave the first complete American performances of 

Bach’s Mass in B Minor in 1900 and Christmas Oratorio in 1901. Since its founding in 1898, the now-famous Choir has been  

attracting thousands of visitors from across the United States and beyond to the annual Bethlehem Bach Festival in Pennsylvania. 

Since 1983, under Greg Funfgeld’s direction, the 85 dedicated volunteer singers of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem, performing  

with the Bach Festival Orchestra and distinguished soloists, have received international acclaim. Programming has expanded  

to 40 concerts and educational programs per year for an audience of more than 22,000. Venues have included the Herkulessaal  

at Munich’s Royal Residence and the Thomaskirche, Bach’s church in Leipzig, as part of the 1995 Germany tour; The Kennedy 

Center and Carnegie Hall as part of The Choir’s Centennial Celebration in 1998–2000; the BBC Proms in London’s Royal Albert Hall 

as part of an eight-concert tour of the United Kingdom in 2003; and Severance Hall, Cleveland, for the 75th anniversary of the 

Baldwin-Wallace Bach Festival in 2007. In September 2011, The Bach Choir represented the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 

a 10th anniversary musical observance of 9/11 in New York City, giving concerts in Saint Paul’s Chapel and Trinity Church, Wall 

Street. In 2013, The Choir performed Mendelssohn’s Elijah at Strathmore in the Washington D.C. area, and in 2014, the new opera 

Young Meister Bach for the 250th anniversary of the German Society of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

The Choir has released 11 recordings on the Dorian and Analekta labels including most recently Bach’s Cantata 21 (2018), 

Handel’s Ode for Saint Cecilia’s Day (2018), A Child’s Christmas in Bethlehem (2013), and Saint John Passion (2012). The Choir 

has been featured on National Public Radio’s Performance Today and Prairie Home Companion, Deutsche Radio, the BBC 

 World Service, CBS Sunday Morning, and the Emmy award-winning PBS documentary on The Choir, Make a Joyful Noise. It has 

been recognized for its outstanding educational outreach programs (Bach at Noon, Bach to School, and interdisciplinary Family 

Concerts) by annual awards from the National Endowment for the Arts (2011–2019). The J.S. Bach Foundation in Switzerland 

named The Bach Choir of Bethlehem as the first American recipient of its annual award to a single Bach organization, recog-

nizingThe Bach Choir’s outstanding work in Bach performance and education for young people (2012). Mr. Bach Comes to Call, 

a film based on the acclaimed Classical Kids CD, was co-produced by The Bach Choir of Bethlehem and is distributed interna-

tionally by the Children’s Group. In July 2018, our affiliated Bel Canto Youth Chorus, currently celebrating its 27th year under 

the direction of founder Joy Hirokawa, officially merged with The Bach Choir of Bethlehem. Both organizations are looking to 

increase their impact in training the next generation of choral singers and cultivating a life-long passion for the choral arts.  

For more information visit The Bach Choir’s website – BACH.org.

Concerts presented VIRTUALLY on YouTube and Facebook!

BACH at NOON
Tuesday, March 9

   BACH 
t    gether

All new concerts, presented virtually – recorded live at Central Moravian Church.  

Join us on YouTube and Facebook! 

SAVE THE DATE!

SALE @ The Bach Choir Store

Special Discount! Dear Mr. Funfgeld

	 Book	 _ ______ 	@ $20	 ________

The Ascension Oratorio

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

A Child’s Christmas in Bethlehem 

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________ 

Bach/Handel 2-Disc CD Set 

	  CD	 _ ______ 	@ $20	 ________

Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 1  
Download Card*

	  Card	 _ ______ 	 @ $8	 ________ 

Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 2

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $12	 ________ 

Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 3

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $12	 ________ 

Christmas in Bethlehem, Vol. 4

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $12	 ________ 

Christmas CD Set – Vol. 2–4  

& Child’s Christmas  

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $35	 ________

Christmas in Leipzig

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

The Christmas Oratorio

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $24	 ________

Handel: Ode for St. Cecilia’s Day

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

JS Bach: Cantata BWV 21

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

Magnificat & Gloria 

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

Mass in B Minor

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $24	 ________

Songs of Hope

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

Saint John Passion 

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $16	 ________

Wachet Auf!

	  CD	 _ ______ 	 @ $13	 ________

Coloring Book

	  	_ ______ 	 @ $3	 ________

Mr. Bach Comes to Call

	  DVD	 _ ______ 	@ $20	 ________

Set of Nine Notecards

		  _ ______ 	 @ $6	 ________

Notepad

		  _ ______ 	 @ $1	 ________

Cotton Tote bag

		  _ ______ 	 @ $8	 ________

Fleece Jacket

		  _ ______ 	@ $60	 ________

Size:    S      M      L     XL

	 Subtotal	 ________

	 Shipping & Handling	 ________

	 Total Enclosed	 ________
	

Name

Address	

City	 State	 Zip

Telephone

Email

To charge your order, please complete this 
information:

 Visa   Mastercard   AmEx   Discover

Name on Card (please print)

Card Number

Expiration Date	 CVV

Signature

Return this form with your payment to:

(Make checks payable to The Bach Choir  

of Bethlehem)

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem

440 Heckewelder Place | Bethlehem, PA 18018

BACH.org

For questions or more information, please 
contact, Mike DeCrosta at mike@bach.org, 
610.866.4382 ext. 110

	        # Ordered	 Total 	        # Ordered	 Total Place Your Order Today!

$5.00

To celebrate Greg Funfgeld and our 2020–21 Season of Grace,  

the first 100 people to order Dear Mr. Funfgeld will receive a copy  

autographed by Greg for only $20 (50% discount). This is a beautiful 

book that was produced in 2013 as a celebration of The Bach Choir of 

Bethlehem and Greg Funfgeld’s 30th anniversary as Artistic Director.

 

You’d think someone would say “thank you, dear Mr. Funfgeld” for 

touching so many lives with the joy of Bach’s music. Well someone  

has, in the form of the collective voices of appreciative audiences,  

music critics, young students and choir members, in the emotionally 

compelling and graphically beautiful book, “Dear Mr. Funfgeld.”  

– Steve Siegel, The Morning Call

 

For a complete list of merchandise, or to order individual items, please visit BACH.org or call 
the Bach Office at 610.866.4382 ext. 110.

Dear Mr. Funfgeld
A celebration of The Bach Choir of Bethlehem 

and its artistic director and conductor, Greg Funfgeld

Christmas Concert recording in Nazareth, PA 2020.

http://Bach.org
http://youtube.com/channel/UC5ACkCAuelxyx-If27gpW-g
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5ACkCAuelxyx-If27gpW-g


The Central Moravian Church

The Moravian Church had its origin in the pre-Reformation awakening under 
John Hus. The Unitas Fratrum (Unity of the Brethren) was organized in 1457. Be-
cause much of its early history is centered in Moravia, the Unity is known formally 
as the Moravian Church, and recognized as the oldest organized Protestant de-
nomination in the world. The Moravian Church places much emphasis on mission, 
music, and education. It was J. Fred Wolle, organist of Central Moravian Church 
in Bethlehem, who founded The Bach Choir of Bethlehem in 1898 and conducted 
The Choir in the first performance of Bach’s Mass in B Minor in America here 
at Central Church in 1900. Central Moravian Church continues to have a flour-
ishing music program presented by its resident music ensembles and visiting 
artists, under the leadership of Director of Music and Organist, Rebecca Lepore. 
In addition to five Central Moravian Church music CDs including An Old Fashioned 
Moravian Music Christmas – an organ recording featuring Rebecca Lepore, and 
Christmas Eve at Central Moravian Church, a recently published 256-page book 
entitled Praise and Thanksgiving: 275 Years of Music at Central Moravian Church is 
available at the Moravian Book Shop. 

Special thanks to: 

Central Moravian Church,  

especially Rt. Rev. Hopeton Clennon, 

Rev. Dr. Lynnette Delbridge, and  

Rebecca Lepore, Director of Music 

John C. Baker, audio engineer  
Bill George, videographer

The Guarantors of The Bach Choir  
for their continuing support.

Free-will offerings help support Bach at Noon.  

Thank you to Bonnie Gardner and Roberta Kaesemeyer Brown for this month's 

challenge gift. Please donate online at BACH.org or send your contribution to:  

• The Bach Choir of Bethlehem • 440 Heckewelder Place, Bethlehem, PA 18018 

• To donate by phone, text BNOON to 44–321.

610-866-4382 | BACH.org

Bach at Noon 2020–2021 
Bethlehem Schedule

For further information about The Bach Choir of Bethlehem: 

• �Visit Bach.org for upcoming concert and ticket information, to join our mailing 
list or to order CDs and other Bach Choir merchandise.   

• �Consider becoming a Guarantor with The Choir: learn more at the website or  
by calling 610-866-4382 extension 113

• �Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  
Watch us on YouTube. 

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem 
gratefully acknowledges our 

Bach at Noon corporate & 
foundation sponsors.

Jephson 
Educational Trust

Keystone Savings  
Foundation 

Presser Foundation

Bach at Noon Broadcast
Bach at Noon concerts are broadcast on WWFM, a long-time media  
sponsor. This year’s broadcasts are made possible by the generous support  
of John L. and Carol Daniel and Arthur Mead Martin.  
Broadcast dates are on our website.

2020	 2021
September 15	 January 19

October 13	 February 16

November 10	 March 9

	 April 13

Bach at Noon Together Allentown 2021: 
June 8	 July 13	   August 10

The Bach Choir is supported by the  
National Endowment for the Arts  

and The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts

http://Bach.org/donate
http://Bach.org

