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BENJAMIN BRITTEN’S NOAH’S FLOOD 
(Noye’s Fludde) entranced me both as a 
child and a parent. In England, at age 12, I 
performed the role of Mrs. Ham (the wife 
of Noah’s youngest son) in a production 
at Oxford University. This was the begin-
ning of a life-long admiration for the great 
English composer Benjamin Britten (1913–
1976). In my senior year of high school, I 
sang the sassy role of Mrs. Noah and got 
to box Noah, sung by my math teacher, 
on the ear! Then in 1992, now married 
to Bill George and living in Bethlehem, 
our children Sam and Anisa played a lion 
and a panda among the 80 animals in the 
ark for a production in Packer Memorial 
Church. This production was also one of 
many introductions to Pennsylvania Youth 
Theatre (PYT), then directed by Madeleine 
Ramsey and to Greg Funfgeld as music 
director, partnering with our friends Jerry 
and Nancy Bidlack of the Young People’s 
Philharmonic. Their daughter Molly was 
also in the ark as a raccoon! 

Now 27 years later – the magic returns to 

the Lehigh Valley. Under Greg Funfgeld’s 
direction, The Bach Choir, Bach Festival 
Orchestra, and Bel Canto Youth Chorus 
are producing Noah’s Flood in partnership 
with PYT, members of the Young People’s 
Philharmonic and Lehigh University Phil- 
harmonic, and area school children.  

Talking about the upcoming produc-
tion, Greg Funfgeld said, “Benjamin Britten 
understood the imagination, energy, and 
intelligence of children and writes brilliantly 
for them! He tells the story with wit and 
a keen sense of drama. This will be an 
unforgettable experience for children of 
all ages – don’t miss it!” Greg is pleased 
to announce that the roles of Noah  and 
Mrs. Noah will be sung by soloists David 
Newman and Meg Bragle. 

Jill Dunn Jones, artistic director PYT, 
looks forward to directing a joyous new 
production combining the talents of pro-
fessional and youth artists. She says, “It is a 
distinct honor to work with such incredibly 
talented organizations. Students from all 
the groups will learn a great deal from the 

experience: not only in a specifically ‘musi-
cal’ sense, but about collaboration, being 
part of something bigger than themselves. 

Song and spectacle combine in this story 
of Noah and the ark. Based on the Medieval 
Chester Mystery Play, the one-act opera 
was composed in 1958 for a performance in 
Aldeburgh, England. Since then, it has been 
performed worldwide. 

Britten combines a child’s curiosity and 
whimsy with great emotional power. So bring 
your families and get ready to join in the 
singing including the first hymn, which is a 
thundering depiction of the biblical storm.

EACH YEAR AT FESTIVAL,  
Sue and George Driesen of Maryland 
eagerly greet new friends and  
welcome back the many Guarantors 
for whom the Festival has become a 
longstanding tradition, which often 
includes bringing others from their 
circle of friends and family. Two of 
their children love Bach and attend 
with their spouses. 

Guarantors since 1971, Sue and 
George have been joining us at 
Festival since they were first introduced to The Choir by a friend, 
Selma Levine. A lawyer and music lover for whom the Levine 
School of Music is named, Selma told the Driesens about the Bach 
Festival and encouraged them to come. They note, “…one spring 
about 56 years ago, we came to the festival to see for ourselves and 
loved it. During that first visit we sat on the lawn at intermission 
and sang rounds and madrigals with Selma. We’ve only missed one 
year since.”

Certain Festival memories standout for Sue and George, who 
note the performances of the Paul Taylor dance group and the 
recent performance of She-e Wu on the marimba. They add: “Our 
most special memory is when Arlene Auger was a soloist in the 
Mass. That was unforgettable.”

Just this past June, Sue and George celebrated their 65th wed-
ding anniversary with their three children and six grandchildren.  
Sue shared that she and George first met at a summer camp when 
they were around 15. As the saying goes, the rest is history.

Sue is a graduate of Sarah Lawrence College and was a modern 
dance teacher, actress, and singer before becoming a copyeditor 

at the policy journal Health Affairs, 
where she worked for 20 years. Sue 
now freelances as a copyeditor. In 
addition to sharing George’s love 
of Bach’s music, she still enjoys 
singing, mostly from the American 
Songbook.

George is a graduate of Harvard 
College, Yale Law School, and 
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College. He worked as a labor  
lawyer for 33 years before becoming 

a rabbi. He is a senior scholar at Adat Shalom Reconstructionist 
Congregation in Bethesda, MD. George has found the music of  
J.S. Bach to be a source of religious inspiration and ideas that he 
uses in a culturally transformed manner in his work, especially  
in the area of interfaith relations.

 George is also a nature lover with a strong interest in science. 
He established the Institute for Science and Judaism in the 
Washington, DC area and has travelled to see many of the natural 
wonders of the earth. He shared a photo of the Northern Lights, 
which he captured during a recent visit to Churchill, Canada, 
reflecting that “The Northern Lights are never still. The eerie  
feeling these soundless motions impart suggests dancing.”

In response to our thanks for their generous and increasing  
support of The Bach Choir, George and Sue commented that  
“The experience of hearing the choir and the other special per-
formers nourishes us, and we must do our part to keep the music 
playing.” 

(Note: To read George’s complete reflections and see photos 
from his trip to Churchill, Canada, please visit Bach.org)

FAMILY CONCERT – Noah’s Flood by Bridget George 
 

Thank you RETIRING BOARD TREASURER NELSON MARKLEY!  
Welcome NEW STAFF by Bridget George 

7

MARK YOUR CALENDARS & PURCHASE TICKETS! Packer Memorial Church, Lehigh University
School Performances: Friday, February 28, 10am & Noon (call PYT  610–332–1400 if interested in bringing a school group.)
Public Performances: Sat., Feb. 29 & Sun., Mar. 1 at 3pm  Tickets: $18, students $9 • Bach.org or 610-866-4382 Ext. 110 or 115

Our September board meeting was Nelson 
Markley’s last as The Choir’s Treasurer after 
11 years exemplary service in this position and 
18 years on the board. President Hal Black led 
a toast to Nelson as a “wonderful counsellor.” 
I can heartily echo this sentiment. Nelson has 
been an incredible support to me as executive 

director. I have benefitted tremendously from his diligence, his 
analytical mind, and the wisdom of his communications with the 
finance committee and board. Nelson is handing the reigns to Jim 
Horvath whom we welcome as our newly elected treasurer. We are 
very glad that Nelson will remain on the board and closely involved 
with The Choir.  

CRISTA PINKSTON, Administrative Assistant, graduated in 
May 2018 from William Jewell College, Liberty, 
MO, with a B.S. in Music Performance and 
Nonprofit Management. She was a Student 
Gift Officer, Music Librarian, Assistant to the 
Director of Instrumental Studies, and per-
formed in the Symphonic Band and Concert 

Choir. As a Development Intern for Uncover, Kansas City, MO, 
she established processes for a new Individual Giving program. 
She then worked at SALSA LABS, Pittsburgh as an Onboarding 
Coordinator doing set-up tasks and training for Salsa CRM  
fundraising/marketing software. She moved to Bethlehem in May 
2019 when her fiancé got a job in Quakertown.

CLAUDIA CARROLL, Finance & Business Manager 
received a BS in Business Administration: 
Accounting from Bloomsburg University 
in 1983 and an MBA: Finance from South 
University, Savannah, GA in 2010. She has 
15+ years of multi-industry accounting and 

 project management experience including: 
 Lehigh Valley Physician Group/Health Network, 
Allentown – Accounting Supervisor; Croy & Assoc. LLC, Interim 
Director of Finance and Human Resources; and Scott Lubricants 
LLC Northampton – Financial Controller. She has lived in  
Allentown for many years and has children and grandchildren 
close at hand.

GUARANTOR SPOTLIGHT – Bringing family and friends to the 
Bach Festival – Sue & George Driesen by Cheryl Dungan

Our Vision for Tomorrow

GivingBach
In June 2019, we launched our Giving Bach fundraising campaign 
that will celebrate Greg’s final two years as artistic director and 
will give our Bach Choir family the opportunity to express their 
gratitude for his decades of consummate artistic leadership, and 
to support The Choir in its vision for tomorrow:

•  Continuing the legacy of excellence in our artistic and executive 
leadership

•  Bach for future generations – transforming lives and communities
•  Cultivating a lifelong passion for the choral arts
•  Bringing modern technology to our community engagement 

programs
•  Expanding The Choir’s national and international reputation 

through our June 2020 European Tour including a featured  
performance at Bachfest Leipzig.

Giving Bach aims to raise $1.5 million by June 2021. To date 
we are very grateful to have received 52% of this goal from many 
generous donors. We are looking for additional gifts to the general 
operating and endowment portions of the following funds:

•  Artistic Director & Conductor Fund
•  Greg Funfgeld Family Concert Fund
•  The Bel Canto Youth Chorus Fund
•  Recordings, Broadcasts & Technology Fund
•  European Tour including sponsorships for our four performances:
      •  Leipzig - Bachfest
      •  Dresden - Kreuzkirche
      •  Herrnhut - Kirchensaal
      •  Prague - Church of the Holy Saviour

For another copy of our Giving Bach Campaign brochure or 
further information, call Bridget George, executive director, ext. 111, 
bridget@bach.org, or Cheryl Dungan, development officer ext. 113, 
cheryl@bach.org

A TIME TO GIVE!! 


